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All Saints’ Church Information  

BRAUNSTON REGISTERS 

No weddings, funerals or Baptisms 

 

Maggie Murray, Parish Nurse,  

07495 873565,  

parishnurse@allsaintsbraunston.org.uk  

 

I work 2 days per week usually 

Wednesday and Thursday. 
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Vicar’s letter 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if everyone gave a little love? 

At the start of this year we certainly didn’t expect to be celebrating 

Christmas in the middle of a pandemic. It’s highly likely there’ll be no 

Christmas parties, pantos, kissing under the mistletoe, no church 

services or Nativity plays. 

But Christmas is not cancelled as some have suggested! As Sunny says 

in the Asda Christmas advert, “I guess Christmas is going to be different 

this year so let’s make the most of it…we can still make new friends.” 

Yes, Christmas is going to be different this year, but the story of Jesus’ 

birth 2000 years ago does not change, and maybe its message is more 

important than ever. Could its meaning be different for you this year? 

Mary, a teenage expectant mother at the end of her pregnancy is forced 

to undergo the single most dangerous experience of a first century 

woman’s life, not at home with her family but miles away, having to rely 

on the kindness of strangers.  

Many of us may find ourselves miles away from our families at 

Christmas; hopefully we’ll be in better circumstances than Mary and 

Joseph, but it will still be hard, lonely and the feelings of isolation will be 

just as strong. We will need the kindness of others more than ever and 

so it could be a time to make new friends. 

The John Lewis advert this year has picked up on this theme, “If you can 

give anything this year – give a little love”. I love it that the message of 

Christmas is being broadcast on our TV screens every night! It was 

because of love that God came to earth in Jesus and it is because of 

love that he lived the life he lived showing us what a life of love really 

looks like, even though it meant he died for it. 

Jesus tells us to welcome the stranger, feed the hungry, to treat all of 

humanity with the same kind of love, kindness, and generosity that he 

modelled throughout his life. As we do that, it may mean Christmas is 

very different for us all but maybe in the process we’ll make a few new 

friends. 

God bless you this Christmas, 

Rev Nat 
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Church Services for December 

Our church building may be closed again but the church community is 

very much alive and active. 

Sunday services are recorded and can be accessed on our facebook 

page or YouTube channel – ‘All The Saints Online Church’ – go to 

‘playlists’ - Sunday services. 

Please contact Rev Nat if you would like to receive a weekly service 

sheet (by email or post) 

A Communion service takes place on Wednesdays at 7pm via zoom. 

Please let me know if you would like to join and I will send you the link. 

If you have any prayer or practical needs, or if you just need a chat, then 

please call Rev Nat. 

Christmas service details are in the card distributed with this edition 

of the BVN 

We have had to plan for Christmas assuming that we will not be able to 

open the church building, we hope as many of you as possible will find 

ways to access the services online. 

We are also planning some other ways to celebrate Christmas in the 

village. 

It is possible that the government may change the rules, but it is highly 

unlikely that we will be able to offer traditional Christmas services that are 

Covid secure. 

We are very sorry and hope that you will understand.  
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Village Nativity Trail Saturday 19th - Sunday 20th December 
  
Could you decorate your front window or garden with a scene from 

the nativity story? 

We’d love to create a trail around the village that tells the nativity story 

but we need lots of you to get involved. It could be painted or cut-outs, 

silhouettes or full colour, small or large, or you could create a scene in 

your garden with those scarecrows you put in the shed! We can give 

you a scene to do or pick your own. If you’d rather do something 

simpler you could just create an angel or maybe a sign that says, No 

Room’ 

We’ll create a map of the village like we did for the scarecrows n the 

summer and it’ll end at the church where there’ll be an outdoor nativity 

scene. 

Please contact Jenni for further details or to sign 
up: pearce.jenni@hotmail.com 

mailto:pearce.jenni@hotmail.com


6 

 

Church Floodlighting 2020 

* = Friends of All Saints – A huge Thank You 

November’s floodlighting 

1st - Remembering Robert Keary on his birthday 

8th - In loving memory of our beloved great granddaughter Ava-May. 

Who remains forever in our hearts. 

11th- In loving memory of my mum Ruth, on her 100th birthday. Chris 

12th - * Happy Anniversary Mick, with love 

14th - In loving memory of Philip Binding. Theresa, Rachael, Thomas 

and grandchildren 

14th- Our daughter, Victoria's birthday. With love 

 

December’s floodlighting so far … 

3rd - * In Loving Memory of Our Mum 

5th - * Remembering with love my darling wife Thelma on her 

birthday – Bob 

6th - Joy Pittam’s 80th birthday, love from all the family 

6th - In memory of Judith Old. 

7th - In memory of Sheila 

9th- Remembering Alan Cope on his 87th birthday. Love Jacqueline, 

Amanda, Phoebe and Matt. 

24th- Carl Grant 60th birthday memories – Thinking of you always, 

Sharon, Kyle, Siann and families 

25th- Happy 75th birthday Christine Wells. Love from Barbara, Robert 

and family. 
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25th-Treasured memories at Christmas of Alan Cope. Love Jacqueline, 

Amanda, Phoebe, and Matt. 

25th- Averil and John Bartley sadly missed this Christmas. Love from all 

the family. 

27th- * In memory of Philip Hutchinson 

30th- * Peter & Chris Grossart's Wedding Anniversary 

Church Floodlighting 2021 

January’s floodlighting so far … 

6th- Ron Clegg 90th birthday memories – Thinking of you always, Audrey, 

Dave, Jane, Sharon and families. 

8th- * Lit by Bryan & Janet Stuart, to commemorate our son Jonathan 

13th- * In memory of Peter Wenham, friend & ringer 

 

Please take note: - These are all the floodlighting requests received 

before the BVN Deadline – 18
th

 November 2020  

 

Floodlighting 

The current fee to light All Saints’ is £7 per evening, although you can 

give more, and we ask that you try to keep the length of the dedication for 

inclusion in the BVN to not more than 12 words. The completed message 

with the donation can then be left at the Rectory or at the village Post 

Office. Please mark the envelope “Church Floodlighting”. 

Please ensure that your request is submitted before the BVN deadline. 

Items left at the Post Office are collected for the BVN at noon on the 18th 

of the month.  

Floodlighting requests need to be submitted by the 18th of the previous 

month to allow time for the item to be included in the BVN and lighting. 
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Clerk: Steve Rolt  

c/o 82 Greenway, Braunston, NN11 7JT 

0800 002 9783 (Freephone)  clerk@braunstonpc.org 
 

Parish councillors and areas of responsibility:  

Alan Mawer, Archer Avenue and Cross Lane  t: 01788 890340 

Chris Johnson (Chair), Greenway and Closes t: 01788 891597 

Graham Newman (Vice Chair), Marina, London Rd, Hill Row, Old Road
       t: 07710 290265  

Pete Morgan, The Green    t: 07805 677559 

Jo Glover, High St from Old Plough to The Green incl Chapel Court
       t: 07973 278052   

David Cary, High Street from A45 to Old Plough t: 07775 514840  

John Pomfret, Eastfields     t: 07817 234727 

Peter Hawksworth, Ashby Road   t: 01788 891900  

Robert Davey, Spinney Hill and Closes  t: 01788 891591  

Sue Harrison, Dark Lane    t: 07769 589459 

Sandra Stapley, Welton Rd, School Cl, Maple Cl t: 01788 890475 

Tom Sabin, Church Road, Barby Road  t: 01788 891797 

 

Forthcoming Meetings 

Members of the public are invited to attend the following meetings. 
Unless indicated meetings are held in the Library at Braunston Village 
Hall at 7.30pm.  

7th December                                                     Full Council Meeting 

(will be via Zoom, please send your email address if you wish to attend) 

4th January                                                         Full Council Meeting 

All Agendas and Minutes are available on the Braunston Website and on 
the Parish Council notice board at The Green. 

Parish Council Information and News 
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Update on conversion to LED streetlights 

In the next few weeks, the council is seeking three tenders for the 

installation of the new lights. The cost will be covered using the money 

built up in council reserves and with a loan. By allocating the amount of 

money currently being spent on electricity to repaying the loan, it will 

be repaid in five years so that in subsequent years there will be a 

saving of £7000 a year.  

 

Christmas trees 

The council has ordered more than 70 Christmas trees for households 

that have brackets. These will be distributed by volunteers from the 

council. Invoices will be delivered with payments requested by BACS.  

Some residents have suggested a large Christmas tree on The Green. 

The council has agreed to this and has allocated £500 to cover the 

costs of it and lights for it.  

 

Road at Butlin’s Hill 

The council has acquired reflector posts which will be installed on the 
left of the bend going uphill.  

 

16th November  Precept Meeting (setting of 21/22 Budget) 

The council agreed that overall the precept should not be increased for 
the next financial year during difficult financial times. The draft budget 
was agreed with the addition of a provision for a speed monitoring 
camera (£2,000 spread over two years). The budget includes a 
reduction of more than £1500 in the sum allocated for mowing. This 
follows the adoption of the proposal for more sustainable management 
of verges and other spaces supported by various groups in the village. 

 

Risk Assessment 

A number of changes were discussed and it was agreed to carry this 
over to the next meeting. 
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Children began the new term positively, with a keenness 

to learn and school life continues (almost as normal!). 

Our value this term is reconciliation and children are 

focusing on the importance of telling the truth, being a 

good friend and owning up to mistakes. Children are 

learning that our words and actions have the power to hurt others or can 

be used to encourage and create a sense of value and belonging.   

The new term has introduced a different method of teaching to the school 

due to children who may need to self-isolate. If any child is unable to 

attend their learning in person then the class teacher can invite them into 

the classroom ‘virtually’ for English. This has been very successful.   

We are so proud of our display 

created to remember the sacrifices 

that have been made so we are 

free to live our lives in peace, hope 

and freedom. Children thought 

about people that care and protect 

us today and wrote messages to 

show appreciation and our hopes 

for the future. Please take the time 

to read some of our messages 

when you walk down Barby Road.   

On Wednesday 11th November, we were joined by a parent, Company 

Sergeant Major O’Brien, who led our Remembrance Service ‘virtually’. 

Rev. Nat was also able to join us to lead our prayers and we showed our 

respect by observing the silence. Through the school community’s 

generosity, we were able to donate to The Royal British Legion’s Poppy 

Appeal.   

Week beginning 16
th
 November is Anti Bullying Week and the theme is: 

United Against Bullying. During the week we will be taking part in a range 

of activities. We will celebrate ‘Children in Need’ by wearing an item of 

clothing either yellow or spotty and ‘Wear Blue for Wellbeing’ by wearing  

something blue on Friday 20th November. The children will be making a 

donation if they are able, to support the good causes funded by these 

charities.   

Braunston C of E School 
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What does Christmas look like at Braunston this year? We are going to do 
our very best to carry out as many traditions as possible and have made 
adaptations where we can to ensure we are compliant with our COVID-19 
Risk Assessment.   

 

• Christmas Cards – Children can send Christmas cards to the children 
and adults in their bubble only. Cards must be in school between 7th 
and 10th of December and we will distribute after a three day 
quarantine period. We will not accept cards after 10th December.   

• We are not asking for decorated hoops this year, but all children in 
school are creating a Christmas Bauble to replace our Remembrance 
Display on the school fence. We welcome any contributions from 
parents, grandparents or past pupils and will send out a template 
soon.   

• There is a Christmas Performance, unfortunately we will not be able to 
invite you into school to see so we have created a digital performance. 
All children will be involved, and we are hoping to upload our creation 
onto Google Classroom. More details to follow.   

• All classes will have a Christmas Tree and we will have a Christmas 
Tree in the hall.   

• Christmas Dinner with turkey, pigs in blankets and brussels will be on 
offer on Weds16th December. We will send out information soon.   

• Christmas Jumper Day is also on Wednesday 16th December and our 
Preloved Uniform Group will be in touch with offers of preloved 
Christmas jumpers.   

• We will remain on our normal timetable until Thursday 17th when we 
will enjoy a Christmas Pantomime and Christmas Craft Day. The 
pantomime will be delivered through digital media and Christmas crafts 
will be completed in our bubbles.   

• In consultation with staff, we have decided to ask parents not to buy 
gifts for our staff. We appreciate the financial climate and do not wish 
for anyone to feel added pressure. If you would like 
to buy a gift, could we please ask that you buy a 
non - fiction book for your child’s class. We will put 
a family name plate in it and share it with the class. 
I hope that this does not cause disappointment, we 
are trying to make this decision in the interest of the 
wider school community.   

• We do expect a virtual visit from someone special 

during the Christmas build up and thank FOBs for 
their connection with Father Christmas.     
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Let us all take care and look 

forward to better times.   

 

 

 

Hall hire charges 

If you want to hire our hall please visit the website. Your bookings 

mean that we can keep improving the hall for your enjoyment. 

For all day or all evening events special reduced rates apply. See our 

website: braunstonvillagehall.org.uk,  

email villagehall@braunston.org.uk   

or phone 07890 072487.  

Details of special events can also be found on the website. 

If your child attends Braunston Pre-School or Braunston C of E 

Primary School you are entitled to Braunston resident’s rates even if 

you do not live in the village and you receive an extra 10% off hall hire 

charges during the Easter, Summer and Christmas school holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 Braunston Residents Non Residents 

Gallie Room      £11 per hour £22 per hour 

Main Hall          £11 per hour £22 per hour 

Both Halls         £20 per hour £40 per hour 

Meeting Room  £6 per hour £12 per hour 

Village Hall Information 
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Contacts for regular activities in the Village Hall 

Currently, groups may not be meeting in the Village Hall. Contact 

numbers are provided in case you wanted to find out about any 

alternative arrangements.  

Pre-School  Monday-Friday - 01788 891891 

braunstonpreschool@googlemail.com 

Weekly     

Monday  Pilates 7.30pm Sam  07593 913686 

Tuesday Learn to Crochet 10.00am Gill 07711 742575 

 Pop Mobility 2.00pm Lorraine 01788 890846 

Wednesday Braunston Art Group 2.00pm Alan 01788 890164 

 Yoga 7.00pm Sheila 01788 891831 

Thursday Short Mat Bowls 1.45pm Bill 01788 891145 

   David  01788 891183 

 Fishing Club Bingo 8.00pm Julie 01788 890720 

 Brownies 5:30pm Clare  

     

Fortnightly     

Monday Friendly Club 2.00pm Jenny 01788 890186 

Friday  Youth Club 7.00pm Leah 01788 891833 

     

Monthly     

Tuesday History Society 7.00pm Annie 01788 891179 

 Women's Institute 7.30pm Valerie 01788 891975 

Thursday Linus Group 10.00am Laura 01788 890102 

 Gardens Association 7.30pm Kate 01788 890340 

 Climate Action Network  7.30pm Abigail 07989 421836 

Saturday Cinema Club 7.30pm Arthur 01788 890508 

mailto:braunstonpreschool@googlemail.com
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The Royal British Legion. 
  

Earlier this year it looked as though there might not be a poppy 

collection this year and there certainly was not going to be one door-

to-door. However, despite the limitations and only allowing fixed 

locations, and with the support of generous people, we managed to 

collect £1431.51 (compared with £2162 last year). 

Our star poppy collector, Aileen Trathan, was naturally disappointed 

at not being allowed to go knocking at doors – this being her 

65th continuous year of collecting, having originally started as a 14-

year-old helping her mother Lily. However, she wasn’t going to let 

Covid-19 stop her and somehow, she managed to bring in quite a 

useful sum. So, Aileen, many thanks on behalf of the RBL and 

heartiest congratulations for such an outstanding achievement and 

many thanks to the local businesses, including our lovely school, 

without whom the collection would not have been possible 

The local Service of Remembrance had to be cancelled and was to 

be replaced by a short service at the War Memorial, but this too had 

to be cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions. However, a handful 

of people met at the War Memorial at 11am on 11th November to 

remember the 40 men of Braunston who gave their lives in two world 

wars, and their names were read out. 

Hopefully next year we will be able to revert to a normal not restricted 

by epidemics 

  

Colin White and Tony Saunderson 

Clubs and Groups 
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Braunston Friendly Club 

An autumn of celebrations. 

This time of year is usually very busy for Friendly Club members. As well 

as Christmas we would have been celebrating our birthday, This year we 

are 56 years old. Instead of meals out at local pubs and restaurants we 

enjoyed a few surprise presents; a beautiful lavender bag, some 

autumnal jam, firework poems, a make your own Christmas Tree 

decoration and of course there will be more to come in December. Thank 

you to our creative friends; Val, Catherine, Margaret, Jenny and Veronica 

for these gifts. Although we are missing the Braunston School’s concerts 

and plays and our usual visit to Rugby Pantomime we are hopeful that 

2021 will give us much to look forward to. There are plenty of activities 

that have been postponed to next year, so once the restrictions are lifted 

we are certainly going to have a good time! 

If you would like to know when we are 

meeting again contact Kate or Jenny and 

they will be sure to let you know the details 

and tell you more about the club.  

Telephone Kate on 01788 890340 or email 

her using mawerk@hotmail.co.uk. 

Telephone Jenny on 01788 890186. 

However, one special celebration took place 

on Wednesday 11th November. No, not a 

birthday, but an incredible achievement. We 

were delighted to mark 2020 as the year 

that one of our members, Aileen Trathan, 

would have completed 65 years collecting 

for the British Legion Poppy Appeal in 

Braunston. Kate first met Aileen about 20 years ago at the front door 

when Aileen called by to ask if Kate wanted to make a donation for a 

poppy. The visit was extra special as Aileen was able to tell Kate about 

her connections to her house that stretched back many years. Veronica 

and Kate visited Aileen, at distance, on this 65th anniversary to present a 

small gift on behalf of Braunston Friendly Club members. We hoped that 

this may help a little towards Aileen’s disappointment at not being able to 

go on her usual collection round this year due to the Coronavirus 

restrictions. 

mailto:mawerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Braunston Cubs  
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Braunston Canal Society 

Despite our two scheduled October task parties being cancelled BCS 
completed 11 ad hoc task days using Tug 212 and flat. CRT made the 
tug available at short notice, so the 12 volunteers involved stepped up 
and, over a period of two weeks, made good use of it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The tug was moved to Braunston from the Northampton Arm to facilitate 

various offside and onside tasks. These included :- 

• Offside maintenance cut opposite the Stop House and Marina 

entrance. 

• Strimming the junction island. 

• Onside and offside maintenance cut from bridge 89 to the junction. 

• Strimming adjacent to steps leading up to bridge 90 (A45). 

• Arisings from the above were stacked ready for chipping at the 

junction water point. 

• Offside maintenance cut from the junction to lock 6. 

• Offside / Onside maintenance cut from lock 6 to tunnel entrance.  

 

Whilst moving the tug back to Norton Junction the vegetation either side 

of bridge 7 was also cut back. The tug was returned to Gayton yard the 

following day. 

The Society is always keen to welcome new volunteers so if you would 
like to come along and have some fun you can email me at 

braunstoncanalsociety@gmail 
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Braunston Heart 

Since the current lockdown began calls have gone direct to call handlers, 

as we felt this would help provide a sense of security to the community. If 
the phone does go to voicemail, you will be phoned back.  

I’m very excited to say that we are working with Braunston Church of 

England Primary School. They have agreed to hold a competition to 
design a Christmas card with the theme of support within the community.  

The winning designs will be printed and distributed to everyone in the 

village from Braunston Heart.  I’m looking forward to seeing the entries. 

Did you know that as well as collecting medication, shopping, walking 

your dog or any general errands, Heart is a good place to contact if you 

would like other help?   

There is no need to choose between eating or heating this year. – or 

indeed having neither. Heart has been working with the church and  

several other organisations who have been in touch offering food boxes.  

We just need to know who needs them!  There are also plans for help 

with fuel. Please contact us if you need to. This year things are going to 
be difficult for people who normally would not be struggling. This isn’t 

charity, this is about supporting our community. Braunston is very good at 

this and between various groups within the village no one needs to suffer. 

You just need to contact one of us. 

On a different note, do you want to get out for a walk but would like 

someone to walk with? Guidelines currently restrict this to one person. 

Get in contact and we will link people together. A great way to get 

exercise, fresh air and make a new friend, obviously at your pace. 

We closed our donation site in September, but many people ask how to 

make donations. As a Good Neighbour Scheme we are responsible for 

raising our own funds.  We are very fortunate to receive help from our 
Parish Council to support running costs, but donations will enable us to do 

more. A new page has been set up at gofundme under Braunston Heart 

gf.me/u/y9apwj where online donations can be made. Cheques can be 

made out to Braunston Parish Council and sent to c/o 82 Greenway, 

Braunston, NN11 7JT – mark clearly the donation is for Heart. Thank you. 

I hope the coming season is one of joy, connections, peace and elves. 

Jo Glover,  

Braunston Heart. Kindness and Compassion 
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Braunston Community Car 

The car is available for hospital and doctor appointments. 

Only members of one household may travel together. 

All passengers need to sit in the back. 

All passengers are required to wear a mask. 

All passengers will be required to use the hand sanitiser provided. 

For our part, the driver will wear a mask and the car door handles will be 
sanitised after each trip. 

Some journeys are provided in volunteers’ own cars.  

To request a journey call 07984 412921  

 

 

 

 

Coffee Club at The Wheatsheaf 

Volunteers have run two Coffee Club mornings which have been very 

successful. Thank you to everyone who has supported this venture. 

Sadly, due to lockdown restrictions Coffee Club cannot open until 

restrictions change and The Wheatsheaf is able to open. We will start 

again as soon as it is possible and look forward to seeing you. 
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Thank you 

Chris and I would like to thank the Braunston 

Canal Society for repairing the damage to 

Richard’s bench on the canal side. We 

understand that it was a joint effort in that Phil 

Abbott provided the timber and that Dave Weller 

prepared the wood ready to be added to the 

bench. 

It looks like the damage was not done 

deliberately but that it was done by 

placing a hot take-away barbeque set 

onto the wood. When the damage was 

done we had lots of offers of help from 

our wonderful village and we would 

like to give you all our sincere thanks. 

 

Jenni & Chris Burton 

 

 

 

Jetty Field 

We have received a number of hedge saplings that have been 

donated by Daventry College. These were planted on Sunday 22nd 

November by volunteers. Luckily it was a dry morning. A selection of 

hazel, blackthorn and hawthorn whips were planted. These will 

hopefully encourage wildlife in the wild area. 

Thanks to the generosity of a resident, six fruit trees will soon be 

planted at the bottom of Jetty Field. 

We have also had a siting of a peregrine falcon in the trees which are 

part of the copse. 
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Braunston CAN (Climate Action Network) 

We are pleased to be working with other groups in the village. With Rev 
Nat and the PCC we have arranged to create an area of flowery wildlife
-rich grassland on part of the High Street side of the church building. 
We will be planting ox-eye daisies and other native plants in the early 
spring which will flower next summer. The churchyard is a large space 
so there is scope to develop areas in ways that would increase 
biodiversity, be great for bees and reduce carbon emissions by cutting 
the need to do so much mowing.  

We have been asked by Braunston Canal Society to be involved with 
their project at the island that is crossed by the twin bridges at the canal 
junction. The Canal Society will be renovating the bridges and the 
island. Braunston CAN will help in 2021 with creating a wildlife-rich 
grassland on the island.  

The Jetty Field Committee have asked us to investigate how the 
hedges around the main field can be improved. Hedgelink is the 
organisation that works with farmers and other land managers to 
conserve and enhance hedgerows. They report that scientists found 
extending hedges is one of the changes needed to reach net-zero 
carbon by 2050. Hedges sequester carbon in woody growth above 
ground and in roots, leaf litter and other soil organic matter.  

The Jetty Field hedges are already doing this but can be improved with 
a programme of work to make them denser. A thick, dense hedge 
contains more carbon, provides safe nesting sites for small birds and 
shelter for creatures such as dormice. The Jetty Field Committee have 
ordered 90 native hedge plants so that in early spring planting can start 
to make the hedges denser. Some initial cutting before the nesting 
season in 2021 will also help this. Then in 2022 the Jetty Field 
volunteers plan to start a programme of hedge-laying.  

Two of our members are working on a project to acquire and plant more 
fruit trees at the lower end of Jetty Field. This is being funded by a 
donation from a private individual in the village.  

We are a group of about twenty Braunston residents working to reduce 
the carbon emissions of the village and beyond. If you are interested in 
joining us, please message 07989 421836 or 07554 264742. Let us 
know if you would like to receive our email updates.   
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Braunston News in the Daventry Express  

I write in the Neighbourhood News columns in the ‘Gusher’ each week 
about anything of interest from Braunston. If you or your organisation 
are doing something that might appeal to a wider audience, for example 
raising money for charity or someone winning a prize or an award, 
please let me know. 

I send my copy on Sunday evening for publication the following 
Thursday. Either email me by noon on Sunday  

e:chris@multiplex.me.uk 

or put it through the door at 36 Welton Road 

Chris Grossart 

 

 

Other News 
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Weather report for October 
 
Hello everybody. I think the weather is getting back to normal 
relatively, temperatures reaching 170C on the 20th and a minimum 

of 40 C during the early morning of the 26th. October was also quite 

windy at times with maximum gust speeds reaching 30mph.  

The beginning of the month was quite wet with 17mm of rain on the 
1st and then most of the rest fell on a few very wet days towards the 

end of the month, half an inch falling on a couple of separate days. 

The rain storms / showers appeared to be very localised with 

considerably more rain in Daventry, possibly because it is much 
higher up. It added up to 80mm for the month which is slightly more 

than average for October in Braunston. 

  

As it is nearly the Christmas season I thought I would dig out a few 
weather facts for Christmas Days gone by. 

  

On Christmas Day. 

 1878, It was a lowly -18.30 C in Durham. 

1920, It reached a balmy 15.60 C in Devon. 

1944, It was the sunniest day recorded with 7.5 hrs. in Cornwall. 

1981, Buxton there was 43cm of snow. 

1997,The wind reached 93mph on the Needles Isle of Wight. 

2003,103mm of rain fell on Ennerdale (Lake District) in 2003. 

  

Many thanks 

Stay safe and have a Merry Christmas and New Year. 

Adrian Pell 
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Rainfall  

 

Bin Collections 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Jan 53 72 55 62 25 67 

Feb 31 37 47 24 36 103 

Mar 25 79 54 104 47 22 

Apr 14 43 12 70 23 33 

May 45 33 71 72 36 3 

Jun 25 68 32 1 109 68 

Jul 48 8 54 14 47 55 

Aug 44 60 53 42 64 98 

Sep 33 43 72 29 76 30 

Oct 48 16 11 50 102 80 

Nov 61 74 29 39 115  

Dec 72 21 92 72 78  

Total mm 499 554 582 579 758 539 

Total in. 19.6 21.8 22.9 22.8 29.8  

Wednesday 2nd Dec Food and Garden 

Wednesday 9th Dec Food and Recycling 

Wednesday 16th Dec Food, Waste and Garden 

Wednesday 23rd Dec Food and Recycling 

Wednesday 30th Dec Food and Recycling 

Wednesday 6th Jan Food, Recycling and Waste 

Wednesday 13th Jan Food and Garden 

Wednesday 20th Jan Food and Recycling 

Wednesday 27th Jan Food, Waste and Garden 
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Christmas Memories of the Dog and Gun Pub in the High Street 

 

Christmas always started with the paper decorations and mince pies.  

The paper chains and folded decorations were fetched from the box 

room and hung on the bar and skittle room ceilings, together with holly 

from the garden. Then it was time for the marathon of the mince pies.  
My mother, Gert, always prepared mince pies to give to her customers.  

This entailed a production line in the kitchen. Mum, a very good cook,  

would make up a large batch of pastry and we would all be called in to 

help.  As well as cupcake tins, Mum had a very big selection of little 
patty tins that could be placed on a baking sheet to go into the oven. 

One person was detailed to cut out the pastry bases and place them in 

the pans, another, usually me, filled each pie with a generous spoonful 

of mincemeat, then another one topped each pie with a pastry cover.  
Once cooked, the pies were sprinkled with sugar, cooled and packed 

in tins. We then had enough pies for a plate of pies to be placed on the 

bar at every opening time over the festive period. 

As we were tied to the premises over the holiday period, most of 
Mum’s family joined us for Christmas. The one brother and his family 

who lived out of the village came on Christmas Eve to stay with us, and 

for several days after. The pub had four good double bedrooms, but, 

with eleven of us to find beds for, we had to improvise.  An extra 
double bed was put up in one of the bedrooms (mine) for my two girl 

cousins to sleep in.  Poor cousin John, the only boy, always ended up 

sleeping in the bath!  Not that I recall him complaining. 

Christmas Day opening was at lunchtime only at that time, and the 
Christmas meal would be eaten in relays by the adults serving in the 

bar – one couple eating and one serving.  Then they swapped over. At 

two o’clock time was called and, knowing that we hadn’t to open again 

until Boxing Day lunchtime, we all went for a walk around the Mere – 
down Barby Lane, along the Ridgeway towards Welton, along the 

A361 and back down Bragborough Hill to home, tea and Mum’s 

signature sherry trifle. 

 
Marilyn Brinkman 

Features 
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Frosty’s Country Notes 

Peter Frost 

 

Answers on page 30 

A BRAUNSTON CHRISTMAS NATURE QUIZ 

1. Otters are found in how many British counties? 

2. What huge 2.5m (8ft) wingspan bird was seen over Kenilworth this 
year?  

3. German immigrants seen swimming in Braunston Marina? 

4. This curious group make up a quarter of British mammal species? 

5. A single species became two because of they couldn’t sing in 
tune? 

6. This feared but common Braunston species had a family split 
recently? 

7.  Tall white stork- shaped bird now regularly seen over Braunston? 

8.  Even taller stork- shaped birds were seen near Braunston this 
summer?  

9.  What deer make their home in or around our village?  

10. Which is larger, an otter or a mink? 
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A message from Lucy Wightman, Director of Public Health, 
Northamptonshire County Council. 
 
Dear Residents, 

I am writing to you directly, as we enter the winter period, to inform you 

of the current situation relating to Coronavirus in Northamptonshire and 

specifically the areas in which you live. I’m also hoping to share some 

key tips to help you and your families stay safe during the winter period 

and how to access support if you need to self-isolate, if you become 

unwell, or if you require help with shopping, medication or loneliness. 

We are currently seeing the largest rise in cases in Northamptonshire 

since the first national lockdown. Positive cases range across all age 

groups, but significantly are largest in the age groups from 10-59. We 

know that these age groups are amongst the most sociable, go to 

school, university or work, and may be involved in the care of others, 

children and/or older people. 

Worryingly, we are also seeing a rise in cases amongst those aged over 

60. This age group is the group that are most likely to become severely 

unwell should they get Coronavirus, they may need to stay in hospital 

and sadly, as we are starting to see once again, more of this age group 

are likely to die from the virus. 

Transmission can easily spread within families, especially where 

children and parents mix with grandparents and particularly in indoor 

settings. Whilst we recognise the importance of social interaction, we 

would recommend that if you have to work with or care for someone 

who is older or more vulnerable, or if you ordinarily mix with 

grandparents, that you consider reducing your social contacts 

elsewhere, or move your interactions with those older, more vulnerable 

contacts to an online format where possible during the winter period. 

The introduction of recent national lockdown guidance will help us to 

reduce community transmission of the virus. Community transmission is 

where the virus spreads in households with people mixing in indoor 

spaces in particular. We would recommend that where anyone enters 

your home, or you theirs, for example for childcare purposes, that 

everyone wears a face covering, maintains a two metre social distance, 

and keeps interactions as short as possible.  Continue to wash your 

hands regularly and clean any surfaces or contact points such as door 

handles, cupboard handles and taps. 
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 If you have any concerns about whether you may have COVID-19, how 
to get a test, how to get more support for someone who is vulnerable or 
the current guidance and what you can and cannot do, visit the County 
Council website https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-
updates/Pages/default.aspx 
  
We are all in this together and all of our actions contribute to the 
outcomes we face. Let’s continue to work together, to wash our hands 
regularly, to wear our face coverings and to keep two metres from 
others. 
  
The Answers to Frosty’s Quiz 

1. Otters back from extinction are now found in every British county.  

2. A huge, but still young bearded vulture was first seen in Kenilworth in 
June. It made its way north, to the Peak District then ranged north and 
south finally crossing the Channel from Kent on its way home.  

3. The Zander, a pike like fish, is very common in Braunston Marina. 

4. Eighteen species of bats make up nearly a quarter of all British 
mammal species 

5. All pipistrelle bats were for years considered one single species but 
in 1999 they were formally separated into two distinct species – the 
common pipistrelle and the soprano pipistrelle, purely on their different 
voices.  

6. The barred grass snake (Natrix helvetica) was included within the 
grass snake species, Natrix natrix, until August 2017, when genetic 
analysis found it was a separate species.  

7. Various Egrets (small, white and cattle) are often seen over the 
village since they became regular inhabitants or visitors to Daventry 
Country Park.  

8. Even bigger were the pair of common cranes spotted here. They 
were almost certainly adventurous visitors from the successful 
reintroductions in the Broads National Park 140 miles away.  

9. Most of the small doglike deer seen, or heard barking around the 
village are Reeves Muntjac. We also have roe, fallow and Chinese 
water deer, and occasionally larger, more exotic escapees from local 
deer farms and parks.  

10. Otter and mink are easily confused. Mink are significantly smaller 
with a length of 30-45cm (1ft.3in.-2ft.) plus tail. The greatest difference 
is that the largest male mink only weigh a little over 1.5kg, (3lb 5oz) 
while otters can be six to ten times as heavy.  

https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/Pages/default.aspx
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THE BRAUNSTON  
WEDDING VENUE 

HOME FARM EVENTS 

 

Just imagine, your own traditional 

marquee, delicious  home-made 

food and views overlooking the spire 

of All Saints’ Church.          

  The perfect location for enjoying 

the sunset. 

A unique and special venue 

for your special day. 

07769 589459          

www.homefarmevents.co.uk 

 

Directory of local businesses  

The businesses whose advertisements appear on the these 

pages have contributed to the printing costs of the BVN. 

Relaxed & Informal  Atmosphere 

Safe & Secure Learning Environment 

Childcare Vouchers Accepted 

Excellent staff ratio 

Morning Sessions 

9.05am-12.05pm Monday-Friday 

Afternoon Sessions 

12.05-3.05pm Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri 

Only £14 per session 

Come & see for yourself 

Tel: 01788 891891 

braunstonpreschool@googlemail.com 

 Village Hall, Braunston NN11 7HW 

www.braunstonpreschool.org.uk 

Ofsted …. A good school 

Come & join the 

fun 
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All Property Maintenance & Home Improvements 

GARY CAPELL 

LOCAL BRAUNSTON CARPENTER AND JOINER 

MOST WORK CATERED FOR INCLUDING: 

Making and fitting wooden and UPVC Windows – Doors – Kitchens – Tiling – 

Decking – Fencing – Alteration Work – Laminate Flooring – UPVC Facia Boards – 

Guttering – Painting  

FREE COMPETITIVE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

 

Telephone anytime on: 01788 891120 or mobile: 07717804378 

To advertise please contact either of 

the following: 

treasurer@allsaintsbraunston.org.uk  

bvn@braunstonpc.org 



36 

 

Braunston 

 Garage Est. 1991 

• Servicing to all makes of vehicles-either using our own 

unique service program or to manufacturers service schedules  

including those still under warranty 

• All diagnostic work undertaken-using the latest diagnostic equip-

ment in our fully equipped workshop. 

• M.O.T`s arranged - All repairs available on site. 

• Tyres / puncture repairs / wheel balancing - excellent 

prices on new tyres fitted on site. 

• Wheel alignment. 

Fully qualified technicians, Professional and friendly service. No job to small 

To book an appointment call 01788 891977 

OPENING TIMES 

Mon - Fri  8.00 to 6.00 

Sat -  By appointment only 

Sun - Closed 

Cross Lane, Braunston,  

Nr Daventry 

Northants, NN11 7HH 

Tel 01788-891977  

 
Are You in Pain? 

 
I treat joint pain and muscular aches 

including: 
 

Pain from arthritis 
Frozen shoulder 

Sciatica 
Back pain 

Neck pain and headaches 
Golfers / tennis elbow 
Minor sports injuries 

 

Paula Richardson 
(Registered Osteopath) 

07565707428 
www.paula-richardson.co.uk 

Roman Way, Daventry 
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DTP 
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BVN Deadline  - February 2021 Edition 

The next newsletter will be published on 1st  February. Please submit to 

bvn@braunstonpc.org or the Post Office by noon on 18th January 

 


