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BRAUNSTON REGISTERS 

Baptisms and weddings 

There have been no baptisms or weddings this month due to the 

lockdown. 

Deaths 

Rosemary Harding died on 3rd May 2020 at Danetre Hospital  

All Saints’ Church Information  
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Vicar’s Letter 

Food, Glorious Food 

One of my earliest childhood memories is of my mum struggling to feed 

us with what little money she had but, she was still able to be generous 

and I never felt we went without. I love food, as many of us do, but most 

of all I love sharing food with others. However, I’m also very aware of 

those who struggle to afford to feed themselves and their family. I think 

some of that comes from my mum.  

But it also comes from the man who I try to copy in the way I live. Jesus 

was known for spending time eating and drinking with others, he loved a 

good party! He showed us that, despite popular views, God is generous, 

kind and loving. In other words, he is hospitable. In the Christian and 

Jewish traditions, hospitality goes back to the story of Abraham when he 

entertained strangers without knowing they were actually angels. 

Hospitality means to welcome strangers and guests and care for them – 

it’s the same word as hospital, a place where people are cared for.  

During the lock-down, we have had to think more carefully about food 

and our hospitals, and we have been more thankful for our shops and 

the NHS. But we’re also aware of those who have lost their jobs, are 

being paid less or have lost the usual support they were getting. That is 

why we set up the Braunston Food Share and Care and why we are 

cooking meals for some families. I want to thank all of you who have 

donated food or money, those cooking meals and the Braunston bakers 

for making puddings.  We’ve tried to make it as easy as possible for 

people to use it – no referrals or limits on what you have, and it’s in the 

Rectory garage so you don’t need to see anyone or ring the bell. We get 

fresh food on Mondays that would be thrown out by Tesco and 

otherwise it’s dry goods.   

When I was a child, my mum had to manage on her own; thanks to the 

generosity of so many in this village, there is help and support. If you or 

someone you know is having a hard time right now, please call in.  

God bless you, 

Rev. Nat 
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During this difficult time the church building has to stay closed and we 
cannot worship together. We are having to rethink what it means to be 
church and how we do church when we are not able to meet together. 

The church community continues to love and care for one another and we 
are joining with others to care for our village. 

Sunday Worship at Home: We cannot meet for Sunday worship but there 
will be a short pre-recorded Morning Prayer and talk from Rev. Nat, an All 
Age Worship service and No Labels service posted on our Youtube 
channel and Facebook page each Sunday morning: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNzK6YCHjao8ad4lPVx4cdg  
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsBraunston/ 

A hard copy of the service can be mailed to those who prefer it or who are 
not able to access online resources. 

In addition, the Church of England will live-stream a service each Sunday 
at 10am, and then available to watch afterwards. There are other prayers 
and resources on the website: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/ 

Mid-week Communion Service: Rev Nat will lead a short 
eucharist service using Zoom on Wednesday evenings at 7pm. Please 
contact Nat for details of how to log-in. 

Keeping in touch: We are holding a weekly coffee and chat at 11.30am 
on Sunday mornings via Zoom and the pastoral team are in regular 
telephone contact with all who would like it. Maggie, our parish nurse, is 
still working with members of the community and available to support those 
who need her help. Please contact Rev Nat if you'd like to keep in touch in 
this way. 

Supporting the Village: The church community are closely involved with 
Braunston Heart and the Food Share and Care, providing food and support 
to those who are in particular need during the pandemic. 

Peterborough Diocese have a daily ‘Thought for the day’ available each 
day at 9.30am:  
https://crosskeysmag.org.uk/?p=3306  

Contact Rev. Nat: For more details or other enquiries, please contact 

Rev. Nat by email or phone:  

revnatwhite@gmail.com              01788 890298  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNzK6YCHjao8ad4lPVx4cdg
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsBraunston/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
https://crosskeysmag.org.uk/?p=3306
mailto:revnatwhite@gmail.com
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Church Floodlighting  

May 

3rd - Dad, Tony Gilbert, forever in our hearts and in our thoughts, 

Love always. Steve, Jo, Daniel and Jessie 

5th - * Rowena & Mark's Wedding Anniversary 

5th - Birthday memories of Roger Thompson.  Love & miss you Bro.  

Sally xx 

23rd -Thinking of you Braunston, from all at LNBP Narrow Boats 

June’s floodlighting so far received before the deadline 18th 

May 

9th - * On our Anniversary 

12th-* With love to the Morgan girls and their families. 

13th- * Patsy & Colin wish to send love to all Friends and Family 

24th-* Happy wedding anniversary Trevor and Angela. 

*= Friends of All Saints’, a huge thank you. 

 

Floodlighting  

Unfortunately, as noted in the May edition, the lighting system 

developed an electrical fault prior to 9th April. 

We are sorry for the disappointment that this will have caused to all 

those who enjoy seeing the spire lit and especially to those who 

have requested it to be lit to celebrate a special occasion. At the time 

of going to press, we have still not been permitted to allow an 

electrician access to fix the fault. This was not a decision made 

locally by Revd. Nat & the PCC, it was a directive from the Bishop’s 

Council prohibiting anyone entering any church, even the Vicar.  

Clearly, we will honour all requests for lighting that should have 
taken place during the time that the lights have been inoperable with 
a floodlighting at a suitable alternative date after the lights have been 
repaired. 
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Clerk: contact details Steve Rolt  

c/o 82 Greenway, Braunston, NN11 7JT 

07956 682733   clerk@braunstonpc.org 
 

Parish councillors and areas of responsibility:  

Alan Mawer, Archer Avenue and Cross Lane  t: 01788 890340 

Chris Johnson (Chair), Greenway and closes t: 01788 891597 

Graham Newman (Vice Chair), Marina, London Rd, Hill Row, Old Road

       t: 07710 290265  

Pete Morgan, The Green    t: 07932 362768  

Jo Glover, High St from Old Plough to The Green t: 07973 278052   

Vacancy, High Street from A45 to Old Plough  

John Pomfret, Eastfields     t: 07817 234727 

Peter Hawksworth, Ashby Road   t: 07956 682733    

Robert Davey, Spinney Hill and closes  t: 01788 891591  

Sue Harrison, Dark Lane    t: 07769 589459 

Sandra Stapley, Welton Road, Maple Close  t: 01788 890475 

Tom Sabin, Church Road, Barby Road  t: 01788 891797 

Forthcoming Meetings 

Members of the public are invited to attend the following meetings. 
Unless indicated meetings are held in the Library at Braunston Village 
Hall at 7.30pm.  

1st June            Full Council Meeting (will be via Zoom, if you wish to 
attend send your email details to the clerk) 

6th July             Full Council Meeting 

Annual Parish Meeting, has at the present time, been cancelled.  

All Agendas and minutes are available on the Braunston Website. 

Parish Council Information and News 
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The Parish Council meeting of the 4th May once again took place via 

Zoom. No members of the public requested to join the meeting. There 

were no planning applications. Jo Glover was co-opted onto the Parish 

Council following confirmation. 

The meeting was brief. 

 

 

 
  

Thank you to Jean Johnson who has for the last 4 years organised the 

distribution of the BVNs to volunteers for delivery. Jean has now stepped 

down from the role and Deb Hope has kindly stepped forward to take 

this on. 

 

 

 

 

Bin Collections June 

 
Wednesday  5th Food and Recycling 

Wednesday 12th Food and Garden 

Wednesday 19th Food, Recycling and Waste 

Wednesday 26th Food and Garden 

   

Due to the resignation of Lizzie Payne there is still a vacancy for a 

councillor. If you are interested in filling this role please contact the 

clerk. 
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Braunston C of E School 

Anyone passing the school 

recently will have seen the 

wonderful display of bunting 

that children made to 

commemorate the 75th 

anniversary of VE day. Also 

rainbow ribbons for all our key 

workers. 

In the garden they have put up 

frames to grow beans. 

Now everyone will be busy 

planning and preparing for 

when children who have not 

been able to attend can safely 

return. 
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Rainfall in Braunston  

 
 

April was a dry month with no measurable rain until the13th when we had 

4mm.  Five days later it rained again on the 18th we had 10mm. It did not 

rain then until the 28th/29th of April when we had quite a wet couple of 

days with 15mmm falling and a further 4mm falling on the 30 th.  This 

makes a total of 33mm for April. This is 10mm more than the 23mm in 

April 2019, but only half of the 70mm of rain in April 2018. I guess that is 

April Showers for you. 

Adrian Pell 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Jan 53 72 55 62 25 67 

Feb 31 37 47 24 36 103 

Mar 25 79 54 104 47 22 

Apr 14 43 12 70 23 33 

May 45 33 71 72 36  

Jun 25 68 32 1 109  

Jul 48 8 54 14 47  

Aug 44 60 53 42 64  

Sep 33 43 72 29 76  

Oct 48 16 11 50 102  

Nov 61 74 29 39 115  

Dec 72 21 92 72 78  

Total mm 499 554 582 579 758 225 

Total in. 19.6 21.8 22.9 22.8 29.8  

Other News 

Rosemary 

Rosemary Ann Harding, from Brindley Court, died on Sunday, 3rd 
May. I would like to thank the people of Brindley Court, Brindley 
Quays, and the whole village for their many cards and telephone 

calls.   

John Harding 
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Braunston WI 

It is proving difficult for all of us in WI to keep 

remembering that this is our Centenary Year!  We 

are keeping in touch by phone, but that's not the 

same. Of course all our celebratory events have 

had to be scrapped, with no suggestion of a resumption in the 

immediate future. So we are giving each member a pennant for a front 

window to remind them and passers-by that it IS our birthday! 

How many pennants will you spot on your daily walk? 

Several members have been beavering away making washing bags for 

NHS staff, and also headbands to make their PPE more comfortable. 

They have received letters of grateful thanks from the hospital.  It is 

good to be able to make a positive contribution in the present crisis, as 

of course, lots in the community are doing. 

Contact Valerie 891975 

 

 

 

 

Jetty Fields 

Just like last month there 

has been no organised 

activity in the Jetty Field. 

Individually several villagers have been weeding and generally tidying 

up, especially in the allotments and the wild area helped by the robin. 

The ditch in the allotments has been cleared allowing the water from the 

spring to flow. We could do with another bath to collect the spring water 

so that the crops can be watered, especially if this dry spell continues. If 

anyone is about to replace their bath, please contact Richard on 890475 

as we could certainly find a home for it. 

Clubs and Groups 
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Braunston CAN (Climate Action Network) 

Braunston CAN’s objectives are to encourage individuals and 

businesses towards a zero-carbon society, and to monitor, scrutinize 

and lobby Braunston Parish Council, Daventry District Council and the 

new council that will be responsible for our area from 2021. We will also 

communicate with our MP in order to lobby central government. 

In Braunston Parish there are significant areas of open space including 

road verges and The Green that are managed by the parish council. 

Braunston CAN plans to put forward a proposal to the council to amend 

the ways in which these areas are managed so that less carbon is 

emitted in doing the work and the vegetation and soil are able to store 

more carbon. A possible additional benefit could be a reduction in 

costs. Do get in touch if you would like to help shape these proposals. 

We wish to consult as many people as possible. Please email 

abigailathome@gmail.com or message 07989 421836.  

To aid us in achieving our objectives, we would be grateful if you could 

spend a few minutes with our anonymous survey. The first section asks 

about your household and any cars you may have. The second section 

is where you can indicate what is important to you. Finally, there is 

space to let us know any other information or ideas you have. 

Please see our webpage at Braunston.org. We are under the Village 

Info tab where there are links to Survey Monkey.  

 

 

Fishing Club 

The contact number for the Braunston Angling Club is now as follows: 

Julie Capell  01788 890720 
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Braunston Village Gardens Association 

Wild About Gardens 

We would like to encourage you to plant for wildlife in your Braunston 

gardens. The BVGA looks after the Jubilee Garden and Village Hall car park 

borders and planters. The Jubilee Garden is great for wildlife with plenty of 

cover and some secret places, especially for insects.  

The RHS is urging people to grow a Secret Garden for Butterflies, creating a 
new ‘butterfly border’, or a ‘butterfly box’. These offer nectar-rich planting for 
adult butterflies and larval food plants for their young, while also creating a 
contemplative space to observe nature.   

They say, “The best thing we gardeners can do is think about the whole life 
cycle, so we are creating feeding grounds for caterpillars, butterflies and 
everything else that depends on them. This doesn’t mean sacrificing your 
whole garden, but perhaps allowing an area that could support a new 
generation of butterflies, but which may also feed hungry baby birds.” 
Download your free butterfly gardening guide from the RHS website and 
add your garden to the UK-wide digital map.  

The Wildlife Trusts say that due to the overuse of pesticides and habitat 

loss 41% of insects face extinction. That's why your garden is so important 

and can provide a valuable home for wildlife. There are plenty of ways you 

can make your garden bug friendly; from the plants you choose to setting 

aside a special section to grow wild. How about building an insect 

hotel? Check out the Wildlife Trust website for clearly explained ideas about 

how to ‘Go wild in your garden’. 

Together, in Braunston, we can make a difference. 

The negative impacts of Climate Change on the wildlife means that we 

need to act now.  

As Braunston residents are automatically members of the BVGA we would 

love to hear about the things you are doing to be WILD ABOUT GARDENS 

Send photographs and we will post them on the BVGA page of the 

Braunston website or go straight to the Bugle and post them there and 

encourage others to join in. 

For more information about the BVGA contact Kate Mawer 
mawerk@hotmail.co.uk. 01788 890340 

http://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/
mailto:mawerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Braunston Friendly Club  
 
We have continued to take each day as it comes connecting 

together while self-isolating. Using the telephone we are sharing our 

challenge solutions and laughing with each other about all sorts of 

things. 

We are challenging ourselves with a whole range of  quizzes; words, 

numbers, pictures are all part of the fun. Here are a few to try. 

• How many words can you make from ‘Northamptonshire’?  

• Why is the Dickin Medal awarded?  

• What comes next? Brown, blue, pink?  

We share jokes.   

• What do you call a boomerang that won’t come back?  

• Which are the strongest days of the week?  

• Why did the tomato blush?  

(Answers at the bottom of the next ) 

Try a tongue twister or two. 

• If a dog chews shoes, whose shoes does he choose? 

• If two witches wear watches which witch would wear which 

watch? 

In April we decided to return to our favourite topic of cakes.   

What is your favourite cake? For our members the top 4 favourites 

were Fruit Cake, Lemon Drizzle, Coffee and Walnut and Victoria 

Sandwich. Delicious! We didn’t get any cake but when we 

celebrated our sixth week in isolation we each received one of our 

favourite cake flavours in the form of a candy bar because a sixth 

anniversary is ‘Candy’! 

In May we completed a survey of Birds in the Garden. Looking out 

over two weekends and sharing our favourite bird. The results of 

what we saw are not ready for the BVN deadline date but our 

favourite bird survey put the robin in top place, followed closely by 

the chaffinch, wren and blackbird. But overall twelve different garden 

birds were given by Friendly Club members. 
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In May 2020 we should have been 

going out on a LNBP boat trip, but it 

had to be cancelled. We were all 

very disappointed. 

It has not been easy for the LNBP 

either. Despite them not being able 

to run the boats they gave a 

donation to the church for 

floodlighting. How kind of them. 

Thank you LNBP from the Friendly Club. 

Happy Memories of our LNBP boat 
trip. What a great organisation they 
are! 
 
Photographs from our 2018 trip. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Answers to the quiz and jokes. 
 
The Dickin Medal  is the highest award any animal can receive whilst serving 
in military conflict. It is recognised worldwide as the animals’ Victoria Cross.  
Joke answers - A stick, Saturday and Sunday, all the others are weekdays, 
Because it saw the salad dressing. 
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Braunston Cubs and Scouts    Stay home & carry on - Scouting!   

Scouting continues in Braunston, so what have we been up to?   

St Georges Day   - We renewed our promises and hung our neckers 

next to our NHS Rainbows.  

Beanos - Akela found a stash of these when clearing a loft so sent them 

out to Cubs to Read. 

Lego Challenge - Bionicles & Dinosaurs kits were distributed for Cubs to 

assemble, create a background & photograph. 

 
  
 
 
Bionicle made by 
Brooke Marshall 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dinosaur made by 
Clayton Rodhouse 
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Treasure Hunt  - Set for Scouting 

households to do around our village as 

their daily exercise. 

Challenges  are sent out weekly plus 

resources for our young people to do 

badges at home.   

 
 

 

Mckenzie Moore starts his kit making. 

 

 

What next? 

Virtual Quiz - A quiz night via zoom to build confidence in meeting this 

way which perhaps could lead to running a virtual meeting with 

our opening and closing ceremonies, and games that work on-line and 

a chance for Cubs to share experiences with each other. 

 

Camping at home - Trying to deliver all the things from a traditional 

camp like pitching a tent/making a shelter indoors, learning new skills, 

physical and mental games, art and craft activities, cooking and even a 

virtual campfire - all from the home/back garden with a sprinkling of 

internet enabled resources and video conferencing.  

 

Cubs Garden - With Barby garden nursery open again a safe social 

distanced means for one Cub household at a time to plant flowers in 

our garden down the footpath at the end of Cross Lane  

 

See our new website at:  www.braunstonscouts.co.uk  

 

David Coleman 2nd Braunston Cub Scout 

Leader david@braunstonscouts.co.uk 07484 157588  

http://www.braunstonscouts.co.uk/
mailto:david@braunstonscouts.co.uk
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 Remembering VE day 1945 
 
As we have just commemorated the 75th anniversary of VE Day on 8th 

May, here are some of the memories people from the village who 

experienced that day in 1945 recall from the day and the war. 

Alan Eley 

As I was just under six years old my memory of events is a bit limited. 

However, I do remember the singing and dancing in the evening as my 

dad was playing the piano. Dad was a very good pianist and played in a 

dance band from the age of 18. We had a baby grand piano that was not 

practical to bring out into the street, so a neighbour brought their upright 

piano out for dad to play. 

I remember standing by the side of the piano watching dad play and 

listening to everybody singing. 

Ruth Nelson 

In Braunston I was told they had a bonfire on The Green and dancing 

and everybody was very excited. The church bells rang out. I had been 

married in the March before and my husband and I went to Coventry to 

see people. Everyone was very excited there. 

Iris Griffen 

I was living in Yelvertoft then and I remember Yelvertoft Manor being 

taken over by soldiers. They invited us young girls to play games. All 

innocent they were gentlemen then, (I suppose some would have been 

married). 

In the village we had a street party with tables out in the street. It was 

such a long war 6 years, everything was shut down. We were lucky, 

Coventry had lots of bombing, you could see the search lights from the 

village. Rugby wasn't bombed so much and the Hillmorton radio posts 

weren't bombed as they used them as guides on route to Coventry and 

for listening in. 

My cousin was in Coventry, one day she didn't have time to get to the 

shelter, so hid under the table….The shelter that time got bombed. 

Features 
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Jean Hussain (daughter of Mr Gallie the school headmaster) 

I do remember it well. You may be amused to hear that my memory 

wasn’t so much the glorious victory but a trivial school experience. I was 

a pupil at Daventry Grammar School.  

It was the end of the lunch hour and we were lined up outside the 

classroom. The teacher supervising us was a Miss Faulkner who wasn’t 

too fond of me nor I of her. I had a rubber ball (no idea where I had 

obtained that, anything made of rubber was like gold dust then!). 

Rumours abounded that Victory might be announced any day. Anyway, 

I let the ball bounce - Miss Faulkner pounced and confiscated my 

precious ball, I was devastated. The day ground on, it was home time. 

Gathering all my limited courage, I approached Miss F. “Please can I 

have my ball back?”. She glared down at me, I shrivelled, then, “Well, 

yes you can - but only because it might be Victory!”   

I grabbed the priceless ball and couldn’t get out of the classroom fast 

enough. I spent the whole evening anxiously listening to the wireless. I 

was really worried that if Victory was not declared, she would insist on 

my returning it! Luckily I didn’t have to worry, the wonderful news came 

through before morning, Churchill, the King the crowds were all 

proclaiming Victory. I kept my ball.  

I also remember street parties and a church service when the church 

was absolutely packed. The Rev H E Ruddy was of course in charge of 

that. As one of your contributors said, he was a shy man, a brilliant 

academic, slightly out of place as a village pastor. He was kind and very 

happy to share his knowledge of the skies. I remember him showing us 

stars through the telescope he had at the rectory. He was a fellow of the 

Royal Astronomical Society.  

Mr. Ruddy got on well with my father. He was in fact supposed to come 

to the school once a week to conduct some form of religious instruction, 

but frankly he was only too happy for my father to deal with that (my 

father was always a practising Anglican and very much part of the All 

Saints’ community).  
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Betty Dex 

From Betty’s son 

Betty celebrated the 75th anniversary of VE day with her neighbours in 

Gould Close. Dressed in a patriot outfit made from a Union Flag she 

proudly displayed her late husband’s medals in the centre of a box of 

biscuits she had made. 

Her recollection of VE day in 1945 is somewhat surprising. She was 

not celebrating, she was at work all day in a bakery in Derby. Evidently 

the call for celebration cakes was very high and the bakery was 

working flat out to satisfy demand. She had worked at the bakery since 

the age of 13 and was (and still is) a skilled cake decorator. 

Her boyfriend at the time Chas, who she married in 1946, was still at 

sea with the Royal Navy, so her family delayed any celebration until he 

and his comrades were safely home. Chas died in 2007 and is buried 

in Braunston Cemetery. 

From Betty memories of the war 

I was 13 when war was declared, I had just come back from a family 

holiday in North Wales. It was a Saturday night and as we came 

through the door there was a letter of instruction for the next day. 

All children of school age and mothers with younger children had to be 

at the school at 9:30am to be evacuated. I had three younger brothers, 

one below school age. We had to have our gas mask, change of 

clothes, and a packed lunch to take. Mother and I were up through the 

night getting things together. Coming back from a weeks holiday most 

of our clothes needed washing. No washing machines in those days! 

We left Derby to go quite a few miles into the country, finishing up in a 

village hall to be chosen by the local people to live with them until the 

war was over. I was chosen early because I looked more like a boy 

and they had a farm so thought I would be of some use. 

Next morning at breakfast there was a knock on the door. A billeting 

officer asking if they had a Betty, Yes, well your mother is taking you all 

home. My brothers had been billeted at an elderly woman’s home with 

no milk, bread or any facilities. 
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Looking through the Derby Evening Telegraph that night I saw an 

advert for a school leaver for baking and confectionary. Next morning I 

was off to the bakery, had an interview, and could answer all the 

questions. I started work the following Monday at 7:00am (6:00am on 

Saturdays). Hard work but I enjoyed every minute. I am still baking and 

icing cakes so it was all worthwhile. 

During the war I spent two years working on a sewing machine in a 

uniform factory at Derby. I remember having needles painfully 

removed from my fingers on numerous occasions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VE day plaque on a wall in Harrow Lane 

Bill S 

On Friday I celebrated the 75th anniversary sitting outside my house 

with tea on a little table, playing Vera Lynn records. 

During the war I remember mostly my evacuation. There were five 

children in my family. I didn't really know my parents very well until I 

was eight. We were first billeted in Lingfield. One day the lady we were 

billeted with asked my brother to go on an errand before school.  
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He was not happy as he liked to be in the first three that arrived at 

school, but he went anyway. That morning the school got bombed. 

I remember my sisters pulled me across the road one day to hide 

behind the gravestones. Planes were coming over. The planes used 

to come down low over the school playground and start shooting at 

the playground. 

If we heard Doodlebugs coming over we had to shelter in the 

Morrison Shelter (this was actually sheltering under the kitchen table).  

I remember always being hungry, there was no fruit but one day I was 

looking at the stagecoach and noticed a lady eating an apple, she 

threw the core down and I immediately ran over the road picked it up 

and ate it. 

Our teacher in Lingfield used to tell us if we heard the siren going and 

we were outside we had to lay down in the gutter. That way the blast 

would go over us and not knock us down. 

My brother and I were split up from our sisters and moved to another 

billet in Godstone, there we were close to the railway and saw trains 

loaded with tanks. 

We were then moved to Wales. I remember being sat on a chair in a 

hall, a policeman came over and then two ladies who walked me off, 

crying my eyes out to my new billet. 

This was the best billet ever, the lady was lovely and we called her 

“Auntie”. I visit every year to put flowers on her grave and I hope I will 

be able to do so again this year. 

 

Chris Pardoe 

I remember going to a street party in the street where my great 

grandmother lived. It was by Aston Villas ground and Aston Hall. My 

one biggest memory is the jelly. Great big amounts of it served up in 

washing up bowls. 

 

Thank you all for sharing your memories. 
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Braunston, a village on a ridge 

Around 2015, the team of volunteers working on the Neighbourhood 

Plan for Braunston asked for comments on how the village can be 
described. One response suggested that the village’s linear shape 

should be mentioned. As a result, paragraph 3.29 includes this: 

In the centre of the parish is the village of Braunston, the historic 

core of which occupies a linear site along a ridge top 

surrounded by valleys. 

Unlike nearby villages where historic cores surround a crossroads or a 

village green, Braunston's origins are on the line of land stretching from 

All Saints’ Church to The Green.  

Apologies if you are reading this in black and white. The colours in the 

image below will not be available to you. To see these please look at 

the BVN online, available on the village website or on issuu.  

This image is taken from the maps at the website en-gb.topographic-

map.com which are free to download and share. The colour key on the 

right shows the height of land ranging from blues for the lowest land to 
reds and grey for the highest. The green tongue of land in the centre is 

the ridge of Braunston. The western edge is entirely blue showing the 

lower land of Warwickshire.  

To the south of our ridge is the valley where the canal was built. To the 

north is the valley crossed by the road to Barby. This road sometimes 

floods where there is a small bridge over a stream just beyond the 
Playing Field. The reddish brown shading shows where the twentieth 

century extensions of the village followed the line of the ridge to its 

highest point at the junction of Ashby Road and Spinney Hill.  
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Famous Visitors then and now to the Admiral Nelson 

Extracts taken from an article written by Tim Coghlan for 

Towpathtalk.co.uk 

Charles Dickens visits the Admiral Nelson 1857 

The Admiral Nelson inn was originally a farmhouse, but in the 1790’s 

found itself only yards away from the proposed line of the Grand 

Junction canal. It became a pub in about 1796. 

As a Braunston family researcher was looking into forgotten families 

buried in the churchyard, including the Dickens family, he discovered 

an account of William Dickens who’s father had ran the Admiral Nelson 

Inn in the mid 19th century and from it that Charles Dickens had visited 

in 1857. 

The pub was then run by Charles’s first cousin George Adams Dickens 

who was also a provisions merchant. He ran the pub for thirty years. 

The visit was recorded years later for the family by George’s son, 

William Dickens, who would have been about thirteen at the time of the 

visit.   

It was a surprise visit made by Charles to his cousin and we don’t know 

if he had anything to drink. Charles was travelling on a passenger 

flyboat from London to Birmingham. The boat moved on down the 

canal and stopped at the Stop House, the Oxford Canal toll office. 

Charles called in here to collect post and to ask the 17 year old clerk, 

Arthur Atkins to post 

some letters (for 

which he paid him 

one shilling). One of 

which was to Mary 

Ann Evans (George 

Elliot) who wrote Mill 

on the Floss. 
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In early October 2019, four celebrities, Pete Waterman, Bill Oddie, 

Jenny Bond and Ann Diamond came to Braunston to film scenes for the 

Grand Union and Oxford Canal episodes of Celebrity Britain by Barge: 

Then and Now, which was aired on Channel 5 earlier this year. 

Whilst here they and their crew called into the Admiral Nelson to film. 

Sadly this part did not make it into the show but scenes at the Marina 

and All Saints’ Church did. 

Tim Coghlan learnt during the filming that 

Pete Waterman was no newcomer to the 

canals, although before making this film he 

had never been canal boating. He had 

been born in central Coventry within a few 

hundred yards of the Coventry Canal. He 

had played on the towpath with the 

boatmen’s kids, some of whom came to his 

school, which was near the canal, for short 

visits when their parents were tied up, 

waiting for orders, or loading at nearby 

Longford. He had known Braunston as a 

boy in the mid-1950s, when he came 

fishing in the reservoirs here with his 

father, when it was still a working yard, with 

canal carrying. 

Another favourite for father and son was the First Reservoir at what is 

today Braunston Marina, which also had to appear in the film. The 

reservoir was not then connected to the canal via the marina, as it is 

today, leaving the waters quite undisturbed. The basin was full of quite 

big carp, and that’s why they went there. They used to fish all along it. 

The yard was then quite run down. “One man’s problem can be the 

fisherman’s friend. Too many boats and the fish won’t settle, whereas 

the occasional boat turns up the silt and feeds the fish”. While wooden 

narrowboat building was still continuing on a small scale in the mid-

1950s, Pete has no recollection of seeing this – but his visits were on 

Sundays. However he did recollect seeing the working narrowboats still 

going by on the Grand Union Canal outside the then Barlows Yard – the 

boatmen still worked seven days a week to keep their fragile way of life 

going. 
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Photograph curtesy of Tim Coghlan 
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Frosty’s Nature Notes. 

Glow Worms 

 A few years ago Ann and I were in the Everglades National Park in 
Florida. It was getting on for six o’clock and in this part of the world you 
get hardly any twilight at all. We met a young American woman who 
asked “Have you got ten minutes to see something truly amazing?” 
What could we say? “Stop here” she said and the three of us gazed 
across the inky lagoon where we could just see the silhouette of a huge 
mangrove tree disappearing as the night’s black-out became complete.  
Suddenly that tree lit up with what seemed like thousands of points of 
bright light. We were seeing what Americans call fireflies or lightning 
bugs.           

 We have insects that glow here too. Few people have seen one. Does 
that mean they are really rare? Well, that is the mystery. Here we call 
them glow-worms (Lampyris noctiluca) and even real experts don’t 
know if our population is declining, remaining constant, or even growing. 
Why the uncertainty? Because, as we light up our lives so much it 
becomes harder to actually see glow-worms. As with many other 
insects, fertilizers, pesticides and other garden chemicals are all killers 
for the glow-worm. Tidy gardens and lack of wild grassy areas are also 
not helpful for the species.  

The glow worm we find in Britain, Lampyris noctiluca, is not a worm but 
a beetle. It will grow up to 1 inch (25 mm) long. Only the wingless 
female glows strongly, to attract the flying males to come and mate with 
her. It is obviously a ploy that works. It is not unusual to find many 
desperate males squabbling to mate with a single brightly glowing 
female. She will die just a few weeks after laying the eggs. After a few 
weeks the eggs hatch into larvae, and they remain as larvae for one or 
two further summers.  

 They feed on small snails which they paralyse before sucking the flesh 
from the shell. Wherever you find small snails, it’s worth looking for glow 
worms. They prefer open grass or hedges to woodland, but rarely are 
they to be found on land which has been improved for agriculture. You 
will only be able to see them from late May to early September and only 
if it is really dark. The most important thing is that there are no artificial 
lights nearby. 

Peter Frost 
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Directory of local businesses  

The businesses whose 

advertisements appear 

on the these pages have 

contributed to the printing 

costs of the BVN. 

 

If you would like to 

promote your business or 

just support the BVN 

please email 

bvn@braunstonpc.org 

What is Reflexology?  
Reflexology is a non-invasive relaxing treatment of the feet or hands 
which addresses many health issues and: 

Take the time to look after yourself this year and give 
reflexology a try. 
 

SPECIAL OFFER: 
Quote code BVN2020 and receive £5 off your first session (usually £35) 

• Encourages Natural Healing 

• Induces Deep Relaxation 

• Calms the Mind 

• Restores Balance 

• Relieves Stress & Tension 

• Improves Blood Circulation 

• Promotes Well-Being 
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Are You in Pain? 

 
I treat joint pain and muscular aches 

including: 
 

Pain from arthritis 
Frozen shoulder 

Sciatica 
Back pain 

Neck pain and headaches 
Golfers / tennis elbow 
Minor sports injuries 

 

Paula Richardson 
(Registered Osteopath) 

07565707428 
www.paula-richardson.co.uk 

Roman Way, Daventry 

Relaxed & Informal  Atmosphere 

Safe & Secure Learning Environment 

Childcare Vouchers Accepted 

Excellent staff ratio 

Morning Sessions 

9.05am-12.05pm Monday-Friday 

Afternoon Sessions 

12.05-3.05pm Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri 

Only £14 per session 

Come & see for yourself 

Tel: 01788 891891 

braunstonprschool@googlemail.com 

 Village Hall, Braunston NN11 7HW 

www.braunstonpreschoolorg.uk 

Ofsted …. A good school 

Come & join the  



34 



35 

 
B Beautiful Hair & Beauty Salon Est.2007 

19 Lower Street, Willoughby CV23 8BX 

01788 890889 

www.bbeautifulrugby.co.uk 

Your local salon for an extensive choice of quality hair and beauty treatments by experienced 
therapists! 

 

• Ladies, Gents and Children’s Hair 

• Full head colour, foils and balayage/ombre, 

• Modern cutting techniques 

• Hair up & make-up for proms and weddings 

• Hot stone & Swedish massage 

• Eve Taylor Facial treatments 

• Supercover Make up lessons and demos 

• Calgel gel nail overlays and nail extensions 

• Spray tans  

• Waxing and more! 

 

 

 

 

 

All Property Maintenance & Home Improvements 

GARY CAPELL 

LOCAL BRAUNSTON CARPENTER AND JOINER 

MOST WORK CATERED FOR INCLUDING: 

Making and fitting wooden and UPVC Windows – Doors – Kitchens – Tiling – 

Decking – Fencing – Alteration Work – Laminate Flooring – UPVC Facia Boards – 

Guttering – Painting  

FREE COMPETITIVE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

 

Telephone anytime on: 01788 891120 or mobile: 07717804378 

http://www.bbeautifulrugby.co.uk/
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THE BRAUNSTON  
WEDDING VENUE 

HOME FARM EVENTS 

 

Just imagine, your own traditional 

marquee, delicious  home-made 

food and views overlooking the spire 

of All Saints’ Church.          

  The perfect location for enjoying 

the sunset. 

A unique and special venue 

for your special day. 

07769 589459          

www.homefarmevents.co.uk 
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Braunston 

 Garage Est. 1991 

• Servicing to all makes of vehicles-either using our own 

unique service program or to manufacturers service schedules  

including those still under warranty 

• All diagnostic work undertaken-using the latest diagnostic equip-

ment in our fully equipped workshop. 

• M.O.T`s arranged - All repairs available on site. 

• Tyres / puncture repairs / wheel balancing - excellent 

prices on new tyres fitted on site. 

• Wheel alignment. 

Fully qualified technicians, Professional and friendly service. No job to small 

To book an appointment call 01788 891977 

OPENING TIMES 

Mon - Fri  8.00 to 6.00 

Sat -  By appointment only 

Sun - Closed 

Cross Lane, Braunston,  

Nr Daventry 

Northants, NN11 7HH 

Tel 01788-891977  
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BVN Deadline  - July 2020 Edition 

The next newsletter will be published on 1st July. Please submit to 

bvn@braunstonpc.org or the Post Office by noon on 18th June. 


