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All Saintsô Church Information  

BRAUNSTON REGISTERS 

Funeral - 24th August  Roberet Hargrave at Rainsbrook Crematorium  

No funerals, Baptisms or weddings in September  

Opening the church 

We are hoping to re-open the church in the autumn depending on our 

ability to meet the regulations and criteria set by the government.  

We have been fortunate with the weather and have been able to hold 

some outdoor services in the churchyard during September. 

There will be a Harvest Festival service in the churchyard on Sunday 4th 

October at 10.30am. It will be a short service and you will need to book.  

If you would like to join us please contact Sheila Rogers 01788 817361  

or sheila.rogers@talktalk.net 

The church continues to meet online, and worship resources are emailed 

and posted out to those who request this. We have a Youtube channel ï 

Search for All The Saints Online Church Youtube ï where you will find 

videos of Sunday morning worship and family friendly all age services. 

If you would like to know more, please contact Rev Nat 01788 890298. 
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Vicarôs letter  

The start of October is marked by the celebration of Harvest in our 

churches. It is a time to give thanks to God for the food we have, the 

abundance of creation, and especially for our farmers and their hard 

work throughout the year producing crops.  

Having grown up and lived in towns all of my life, harvest always 

seemed an odd festival to me. We bought food from the supermarket 

and occasionally from a keen gardenerôs allotment. We gave thanks 

for the food we had but with little understanding of how or where that 

food really came from. As Iôve grown older and especially since being 

here in Braunston and getting to know local farmers, Iôm much more 

aware that we are dependent on farmers, the weather and the seasons 

for our food.  

I think this year in particular many of us value so much more the food 

that we have ï remember the start of the Covid-19 crisis and the panic 

buying because many feared that our essential food would run out.  

This fear drove millions of people to take up óthe Good Lifeô and grow 

their own fruit and vegetables, some for the first time. Many are 

rejoicing in all the produce that has been gathered and are proud of 

what has been achieved. 

Harvest is also a time of year when we share our abundance with 

others. Many of you have shared your extra produce with your 

neighbours and with the Food Share. This is a time of year when we 

remember and support those who do not have as much as we do. 

We will still be celebrating harvest this year, but outside in the 

churchyard. It will be on Sunday 4th October, 10.30am for a short 

service. Donations of tins and packaged food will go to our Food 

Share. Iôd love you to join us, but numbers are limited due to social 

distancing. Please book by contacting Sheila on 01788 817361 or 

sheila.rogers@talktalk.net 

I hope youôll consider joining us and supporting the work of the Food 

Share. 

God Bless you, 

Rev Nat.  
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Church Floodlighting  

 
* = Friends of All Saints ï A huge Thank You 

Septemberôs floodlighting 

5th  - Celebrating our Golden Wedding Anniversary. Doug & Diane 

Howe 

11th - * Simon & Ann-Marie's Wedding Anniversary 

16th, 17th & 18th - Norman and Janet Cooper. 60 years of marriage. 

With love from Fiona, Andrew, George and Wilf 

24th - * Sheila & David Parr's 54th Wedding Anniversary 

 

Octoberôs floodlighting so far é 

3rd  - * Lit by Julie Simpson for Debbie, Nina and friends. 

3rd  - Celebrating our Golden Wedding anniversary, George and 

Jeanie Midson 

5th  - * In memory of Rose Bray, Boatwoman 

6th  - * Ralph & Gill Maltbyôs Wedding Anniversary 

31st  - * Remembering Joan & BIll Folkard and my brother, Michael, 

Love Lin 

These are the floodlighting requests received before the BVN 

deadline,18th September 2020.  

The fee to light All Saintsô is Ã7 per evening, although you can give 

more, and we ask that you try to keep the length of the dedication for 

inclusion in the BVN to not more than 12 words. The completed 

message with the donation can then be left at the Rectory or at the 

village Post Office. Please mark the envelope óChurch Floodlightingô. 

Please submit your request before the BVN closing date of the 17th 

of October. 
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Clerk: Steve Rolt  

c/o 82 Greenway, Braunston, NN11 7JT 

07956 682733   clerk@braunstonpc.org 
 

Parish councillors and areas of responsibility:  

Alan Mawer, Archer Avenue and Cross Lane  t: 01788 890340 

Chris Johnson (Chair), Greenway and Closes t: 01788 891597 

Graham Newman (Vice Chair), Marina, London Rd, Hill Row, Old Road
       t: 07710 290265  

Pete Morgan, The Green    t: 07932 362768  

Jo Glover, High St from Old Plough to The Green incl Chapel Court
       t: 07973 278052   

David Cary, High Street from A45 to Old Plough t: 07775 514840  

John Pomfret, Eastfields     t: 07817 234727 

Peter Hawksworth, Ashby Road   t: 01788 891900  

Robert Davey, Spinney Hill and closes  t: 01788 891591  

Sue Harrison, Dark Lane    t: 07769 589459 

Sandra Stapley, Welton Rd, School Cl, Maple Cl t: 01788 890475 

Tom Sabin, Church Road, Barby Road  t: 01788 891797 

 

Forthcoming Meetings 

Members of the public are invited to attend the following meetings. 
Unless indicated meetings are held in the Library at Braunston Village 
Hall at 7.30pm.  

5th October  Full Council Meeting (will be via Zoom, please 
send your email address if you wish to attend) 

2nd November  Full Council Meeting 

16th November  Precept Meeting (setting of 21/22 Budget) 

All Agendas and Minutes are available on the Braunston Website 

Parish Council Information and News 
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Butlinôs Hill bins 

The council has monitored the 

use of the bins. It was decided 

they would remain so that 

people can take rubbish to the 
former bus stop for disposal. To 

mitigate the appearance 

posters will be made and put 

on the panels.  

 

Speed limits and road safety 

The council considered three aspects. Earlier this year, as reported in 

the July BVN, the council submitted a bid as part of the governmentôs 
post-Covid transport investment, to reduce the general speed limit 

from 30 mph to 20 mph. In September it was decided to ask whether 

the submission had been successful. If it was found not to have been, 

it was agreed to submit the request under the normal procedures to 
Northamptonshire County Highways.  

Some drivers exceed the speed limit or drive within the limit but at 

speeds which are not safe for the road conditions. Councillors 
investigated the implications of driving at lower speeds. The published 

research indicates that driving smoothly through the village at 20mph 

would lead to lower brake pad and tyre emissions than accelerating to 

30mph and braking to lower speeds at points where 30mph is not 
possible. Similarly, smooth driving at a lower speed does not increase 

carbon emissions above those of accelerating and decelerating to 

reach 30mph where it is possible. We are also aware of the 

significantly increased risk of injury resulting from a collision with a 
pedestrian at 30 compared to 20.  

Following a concern raised about speeds in Dark Lane, the council is 
to request the installation of a speed monitoring box so that evidence 

can be assessed.  

The council is aware of the level of danger around the junction of High 
Street (Butlinôs Hill) and London Road. The limited visibility makes it 

difficult for pedestrians to cross. The width and layout of the junction 

permits vehicles to travel at high speeds. The council will monitor 

Highways policies that apply to this location.  
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Village Hall Information  

Contacts for regular activities in the Village Hall 

Currently, groups may not be meeting in the Village Hall. Contact 

numbers are provided in case you wanted to find out about any 

alternative arrangements.  

Pre-School  Monday-Friday - 01788 891891 

braunstonpreschool@googlemail.com 

Weekly     

Monday  Pilates 7.30pm Sam  07593 913686 

Tuesday Learn to Crochet 10.00am Gill 07711 742575 

 Pop Mobility 2.00pm Lorraine 01788 890846 

Wednesday Braunston Art Group 2.00pm Alan 01788 890164 

 Yoga 7.00pm Sheila 01788 891831 

Thursday Short Mat Bowls 1.45pm Bill 01788 891145 

   David  01788 891183 

 Fishing Club Bingo 8.00pm Julie 01788 890720 

 Brownies 5:30pm Clare  

     

Fortnightly     

Monday Friendly Club 2.00pm Jenny 01788 890186 

Friday  Youth Club 7.00pm Leah 01788 891833 

     

Monthly     

Tuesday History Society 7.00pm Annie 01788 891179 

 Women's Institute 7.30pm Valerie 01788 891975 

Thursday Linus Group 10.00am Laura 01788 890102 

 Gardens Association 7.30pm Kate 01788 890340 

 Climate Action Network  7.30pm Abigail 07989 421836 

Saturday Cinema Club 7.30pm Arthur 01788 890508 

mailto:braunstonpreschool@googlemail.com
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Braunston C of E School 
 

We have welcomed the academic year 2020! It has 

been wonderful to see everyone back in school, 

coping admirably with new routines and structures in 

place, as we continue to face the challenges that 
COVID-19 presents. Arrivals and departures are 

staggered to maintain bubbles. Some children arrive and leave earlier 

than normal but receive the same education time. This helps to maintain 

social distancing for parents at the gate. We ask all parents entering our 
site to wear facemasks to help keep everyone safe. 

We pride ourselves on ensuring that our classroom environments are 

vibrant and welcoming. However, we have had to make a few changes. 
The guidance from the government suggests that children should sit in 

rows and face the front. To maximise safety for staff and children, we will, 

as far as possible, adhere to this advice.  

The children have settled into their new classes well and are engaging in 

learning enthusiastically despite the frequent need to wash hands and 

sanitise. All children are respecting their bubble and understand why they 
are being asked to adhere to the zones in the playground. Lunches are 

going well as the lunch time team serve the children in their classrooms 

before or after allocated playtimes. We continue to use the outdoors as 

much as possible as we recognise the importance of outdoor learning. 

We are unable to meet collectively so have adapted the way in which we 

meet as a school. We are using our daily collective worship sessions to 

óZoomô into each otherôs classes. I thoroughly enjoyed seeing all the 
children in their classes via the medium of Zoom and the childrenôs 

feedback was very positive. Teachers spoke about how excited the 

children were to see other teachers and other year groups and we will 

ensure that we continue to promote a sense of belonging as our 
Braunston School family is very important to us. 

Attendance has been high. As we enter the season of the common cold, 

we continue to promote óCatch it, Bin it, Kill itô so that children limit the 
spread of the cold virus. The school has a vast quantity of hand sanitiser, 

soap, tissues and cleaning products which are being used plentifully.  

We continue to work together to overcome any challenges that Covid-19 

passes our way in order to keep our Braunston family safe. 

Mrs Lianna Willis  (Headteacher)  
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Braunston Canal Society 

The race is on to complete this yearôs lock maintenance. We edged, 

oiled, greased and painted the cill markers on locks 3,4 and 5.  

Five members were given familiarisation training on tugboat '212'. Not 

having a proper name, it was christened the 'Nelson'. The crew went 

on to scrape vegetation from 

the gates on locks 4, 5 and 6.  

As the 'Nelson' will possibly 

replace 'Pochard' as the tug 

BCS will be using, three 

members went over her with a 

critical eye and compiled a list 

of requirements to bring her up 

to scratch. Later, six of us took 

the tug and flat down to 

Tommy's bridge and collected 

vegetation cut prior to the 

lockdown. The remaining three 

trimmed the lower branches of 

the yew tree at the Stophouse. 

On the tugôs return the arisings 

were loaded on to the flat and 

all transported up the flight and 

deposited as ecostacks on the 

offside above Top Lock.  

A team of four took the tug and flat to Buckby flight picking up 2 ton 

bags of grit at Norton. They also helped the Buckby group complete 

their towpath improvements. Another team painted Lock 3. Lock 6 was 

given its routine maintenance by a team of three who also cut back low 

hanging branches over the towpath leading to the tunnel. 

A crew of eleven completed the routine maintenance of the flight. 

Locks 1 and 2 were oiled, greased, edged and cill markers painted.   

We are a group of volunteers formed in 2012 to improve and maintain 

the section of the Grand Union Canal through Braunston.  

braunstoncanalsociety@gmail.com 

Clive 07817 435911 

Clubs and groups  
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Community Caf®  

We know how much people 

have missed the community 

caf®. The Your Caf® 

Steering Group has spent a 

good deal of time discussing proposals for opening the cafe 

alongside the government advice and checklists from the Food 

Standards Agency. We are keen to have this facility up and running 

again, but having looked at all the requirements, regrettably we have 

decided that we are unable to reopen the caf® in the current 

environment. It is not possible to follow all the óCovid19 Secureô 

guidelines because of the size of the caf® facility. We have a duty of 

care towards both our volunteers and customers, many of whom are 

in the over 70 age bracket and/or vulnerable, having previously 

shielded. We need to be cautious because people in these 

categories are at higher risk and the government advice continues to 

be to óminimise contact with othersô and to socially distance. The 

requirements are rigorous for example regarding space, access, and 

training. 

We are meeting again on 8th March 2021 and will review the situation 

then, or sooner if government guidelines relax.   

After five very successful years in the role our Caf® Management 

team have stepped down, so the Steering Group will need to find 

and appoint a new Caf® Manager who together with a Management 

team would be willing to take on the responsibility for the day-to-day 

running of Your Caf® whenever it reopens in 2021.  

Applications for grants from the caf® can still be made during this 

time. 

 

 

Braunston Neighbourhood Watch 

Julie Jarrett coordinates information for our local group.  

Tel: 01788 890121 or 07952 858418 

Craig is our local PCSO Tel: 07557 778055 
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Jetty Field, Braunstonôs Pocket Park 

Volunteers carried out a number of tasks on the September work day. 

These included clearing around the stiles and erecting chicken wire to 

deter dogs from entering the Nature Reserve. Wildflowers were also 

planted in the bog area and the usual weeding and tidying up took 

place. 

The next work day is planned for Saturday 3rd October from 9-11 am. 

If you would like to join us please meet by the top gate. Tools will be 

available, but please bring your own if you have them.  

The committee are currently looking into maintenance work that 

needs to be done on the boundary hedge and possible professional 

remedial work on a few of the larger trees in the main field. Bat, bird 

and insect boxes are also about to be purchased. These will be 

erected on a future work day. 

 

 

The Royal British Legion 

Poppy appeal 

There will not be a collection this year in the Daventry and Braunston 

area and poppies will not be available. Existing business collecting 

boxes will remain in situ for the time being but in any case the future 

is uncertain due to the reduced local RBL branch membership and 

organisation. Things will remain on hold until the present Covid-19 

emergency is over and the situation can be reassessed.  Meanwhile, 

many thanks to all have volunteered  and contributed in the past. 

The Legion will continue to support all those requiring assistance and 

help and details can be found on the Legionôs website. The Legion 

shop remains open and orders can be placed on line. 

Tony Saunderson. Tel. 01788 890797 
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Braunston Heart 

Iôm sure everyone is following the news with some trepidation and 

sinking hearts. Researchers, medical bodies and politicians all 

conflict with each other as to the best way forward; no one can 

agree.   

What I can say, with all certainty, is that Braunston Heart will be 

here, for all eventualities. We are here to support the community. 

We are making changes again as calls are fairly low, roughly five a 

week over the last month. From the 1st October, all calls will go to 

voicemail. A message is then automatically generated and sent to 

the teamôs email boxes, any of whom may phone you back. Please 

do not worry, we will get back to you. The message also provides 

the Samaritanôs phone number if anyone phones in difficulty. If the 

situation worsens, we can very easily revert to answering the calls 

direct. If we get very busy, the system is there to handle everything 

as we did before. 

 

Award 

Braunston Heart has been 

given an award from Rugby 

Rokeby Lions in 

recognition of the 

volunteers supporting their 

community in a time of 

crisis. I know everyone 

really appreciates this and 

discussions are underway 

as to where to display it.  

 

Jo Glover 

Braunston Heart 

Kindness and Compassion. 
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 Braunston Womenôs Institute  

As Braunston WI celebrates 100 years what 

does WI mean to me? 

Sitting in the sunshine is how I have spent 
many happy Monday afternoons during 

summer 2020, chatting with those shielding at 

distance as they sit in their hall ways. 

Together we shared the fun and frustration of granddaughterôs helping 
with mobile phone lessons. We admired photographs of parents working 

canal boats or village carnivals and outings. We laughed remembering 

cycling back from village dances in the dark through fields of cows. But 

mainly we were just grateful to the summer sun for giving us the 
opportunity to chat at a safe distance and ease the sense of isolation for 

a short while after six long weeks of lockdown. 

This summer has raised other questions for villagers. One afternoon I 

was heading home and met a WI member. She was sitting on a bench 

by the Wheatsheaf, resting on her walk home from the shop. A D2 bus 

passed by. It was empty. She turned to me and asked, "Will that still be 
running when I can use it again?" 

We are fortunate to live in a village with an hourly bus service to two 

different towns. To help reduce carbon emissions I use this bus service 
to get to county WI meetings in Moulton. For many people the service is 

a lifeline and the opportunity for bus travel has been missed by many 

this summer. 

Each year WI members propose, vote on and accept óResolutionsô. 

These are very varied, but to provide a flavour I am including a few from 

my short time in the WI. Perhaps these are things that you are 

interested in too. 

2016 - Avoid food waste, address food poverty 

2017 ï Linking together to alleviate loneliness 

2017 ï End Plastic Soup ï Microfibre plastics 

2018 ï Make time for mental health 

2019 ï Get on board to support local bus services 

2019 ï Five minutes that matter - encourage cervical screening 

2020 ï A call to increase potential stem cell donor registration 

2020 ï Stop modern slavery 
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For me, having the opportunity to learn more about these issues makes 

the Womenôs Institute a fascinating, fun, friendly and ófor our timesô 

organisation to join. It is the type of group where you can come along 

on your own or with your friends and you will be made to feel welcome. 

You can enjoy the meetings and activities as a participant or, if you like 

that sort of thing, you can suggest new ideas and activities. Early on, 

reading the national magazine, I found out about the WI Climate 

Ambassadors. After asking a few more questions I became one! 

So, back to summer 2020 in Braunston. Mindful of the recent WI bus 

services resolution and wearing my WI Climate Ambassador hat, that 

chance meeting by the pub meant that I knew what question I was 

going to ask our MP at the óTime is Nowô virtual meeting that was being 

held the following week. I repeated the WI memberôs words and then 

added my question; ñWhat long term actions are you taking to ensure 

rural areas have public transport to get from villages to towns and so 

reduce carbon emissions as well as alleviate isolation?ò 

Chris Heaton-Harris MP is a minister in the Department of Transport 

and referred the question to one of his colleagues; Charlotte Vere - 

Baroness Vere of Norbiton. She responded with the following opening 

paragraph that I thought you may like to read. Her response may 

provide some ideas for questions to ask our local representatives.  

The Government recognises the importance that public 

transport has for the sustainability and independence of 

communities, especially those in rural areas, and the role that 

public transport plays in combatting social isolation and 

loneliness. The Department for Transport wants to build 

partnerships with transport providers and community groups to 

enhance the role of transport and ensure that our rural 

communities are a great place to live and work, tackle 

loneliness, and give more power to local people to shape what 

happens in their area. 

Weather extremes as a result of climate change, the importance of 

sustainable transport, social isolation and mental health issues ï this 

summer I feel fortunate to be a member of an organisation that has 

such a broad umbrella of campaigns and concerns.  

If you want to know more about the WI then go to https://

www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns  

To contact Braunston WI, ring Valerie Schofield 01788 891975 
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Braunston Cubs  

Braunston Cubs learn óa new skill that would 

help you to survive in the outdoorsô.  

 

On Saturday 5th September at Braunston 

Pocket Park six Cubs enjoyed óface to faceô 

scouting for the first time in 6 months. They 

learnt how to collect and arrange kindling to 

light a fire* and óbody signalsô to communicate 

with a rescue helicopter. 

Cub Scout leader, David Coleman, said it was wonderful to meet Cubs 

again and share their energy and excitement. It had taken several days 

of planning and risk assessments for Scouting to authorise this. The 

weather was perfect, the Cubs were brilliant, maintaining social 

distance, having their temperature taken on arrival and hand sanitising. 

2 further sessions followed, the last on Saturday 12th. 

Scouting is a National Youth Organisation so exempt from the new órule 

of 6ô so we will be organising more outdoor face to face events.     

Pictured below are six Cubs in the woods** with their leader.  

* No fires were lit, all materials collected were dead materials on the 

forest floor and were returned to the forest floor afterwards 

**The 2 Cubs close together on the left of the photo are siblings so not 

required to socially distance from each other. 
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Brooke is showing natural kindling laid out 

ready to light a fire before returning it to the 

forest floor.* 

 

 

If you know a young person that would like 

to join Cubs contact:  

David Coleman, Akela 2nd Braunston Cub 

Pack david@braunstonscouts.co.uk          

or look at our website: 

www.braunstonscouts.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Braunston Community Car 

The car is available for hospital and doctor appointments. 

Only members of one household may travel together. 

All passengers need to sit in the back. 

All passengers are required to wear a mask. 

All passengers will be required to use the hand sanitiser provided. 

For our part, the driver will wear a mask and the car door handles will 

be sanitised after each trip. 

Some journeys are provided in volunteersô own cars.  

To request a journey call 07984 412921  
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Braunston Walkers 

Braunston Walkers Do Patterdale 

Friday11/9/20 Hartsop 

For our annual weekend away we arrived at the Patterdale Hotel at the 

foot of the Kirkstone Pass. Drizzly rain did not daunt us as we set off 

through the village passing a check in point for Coast to Coasters with its 
board of encouraging notes for people on the challenging walk. We took 

a track through the tiny hamlet of Rooking and then the delightfully 

named Crookabeck. This path is set amidst soaring fells and is very 

picturesque even in foul weather.  

Maintaining our social distancing, we walked through a dripping but 

beautiful wet wood, to reach the shore of Brothers Water which we 

circuited, keeping an eye out for red squirrels. The path took us to the 
village of Hartsop with its bright pink sheep. It rained even harder on the 

way back to the hotel. At just under 7 miles this was a great, opening 

soggy walk for the weekend. 

Saturday12/9/20 10 miles Ullswater 

This was ably lead by Phil Kirk and, as we had a deadline to meet to 
catch the boat from Pooley Bridge, we set off at a fellrunner rate. We 

crossed the river and joined a stony track that took us parallel with the 

lake passing under Silver Crag and just above a beach at Silver Bay. 

The track was lots of loose stone and tricky tree roots with lots of uphill 

bits and fabulous views along the lake and up to lofty fells. We paused to 

admire the views over the lake from the vantage point of Kailpot Crag 

before dropping down to a beach at Howtown. Jane and Phil had a swim 
in the cold lake where we ate our packed lunches. How brave are they?  

Jane was soon wrapped up in a sheet size bath towel but Philôs towel 

was a postage stamp size! 

Phil assured us we had done the difficult part and it was all downhill from 

here. Then promptly took us steeply uphill through fields and passing 

Crookadyke and Site Farm before dropping down to the lake shore to a 

road and then strolling along back to reach Pooley Bridge. There was a 
triathlon on and lots of people milling about but we got past that and then 

crossed the new bridge with a tiled walkway with names of local 

residents on random tiles. The bridge was badly damaged in a storm 5 

years ago and was only reopened early this morning for the first time. It 
could have posed a problem as the boat dock was on the far side of the 

River Eamont but as it was Philôs walk they opened it for us. 
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We climbed aboard the boat for a lovely trip back to Glenridding, 

passing by all the wonderful places we had been walking through. A 

fantastic, scenic, tiring day out. Well done Phil. 

Sunday 13/9/20 Grizedale Valley 

We woke to a dryish day and fortified by breakfast set off very steeply 

uphill on a wooded path that goes direct from the hotel car park. We 

paused, several times to admire the sweeping views back to Ullswater. 

We were under St Sundayôs Crag on the left and the brooding hulk of 

Helvellyn to our right. A rainbow lay across the valley as the sunshine 

hit the drizzle on the mountains.  

After crossing a beck on stepping 

stones and climbing ever higher we 

finally dropped, in Malcolmôs case 

literally, down a steep, slippery slope to 

the valley below. Thankfully, no one 

was hurt.  

Along the valley with the wind getting 

up we were on farm tracks when the 

rain started. Eventually at the end of 

Grizedale Valley we crossed a bridge 

and walked on a stony path back 

toward Patterdale. It was now sunny. 

We passed by some seasoned walkers 

and campers using this path to reach 

Striding Edge and Helvellyn.  With legs 

aching we slalomed downhill and along 

the valley road back to the main road to 

Patterdale where a swimming event 

was on.  

A splendid weekend in a stunningly 

beautiful area was had by all. By my 

reckoning this was the tenth annual 

weekend away for the group. 

Ray Scrivens  01788 891384 

rayscrivens@btinternet.com 

Ian and Deb Hope in the Grizedale Valley 
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Braunston CAN (Climate Action Network) 

Household survey  

B-CAN was formed in 2019 to encourage individuals and businesses in 

Braunston to investigate ways in which carbon emissions may be 
controlled in order to minimise global warming. 

As part of the process, a household survey was distributed to all 
Braunston residents via the BVN earlier this year; the survey aimed to 

gain information about existing properties within the village and also to 

elicit views about local options to help tackle the growing climate 

emergency. The survey sheets/online forms were completed by over 30 
households in the village. 

The first section of the survey requested general information about 

property details and different forms of energy use. The majority of the 
properties recorded in the survey were built between 1961-2000 (50%), 

and there was an even spread between the other categories - pre-1900, 

1900-1961 and post-2000 houses. As expected, the main method of 

heating homes and water was by oil (60%) with heat pumps accounting 
for 15%. Electricity was the major energy source for cooking - with an 

encouraging 70% of households using a renewable electricity supply. 

The degree of insulation of properties was generally high, with nearly all 

households reporting the installation of double-glazing and roof 
insulation; most properties also had cavity wall insulation.  

The second section of the survey was designed to find out which 

measures were felt to be most important in tackling the climate crisis. 
The highest priorities for the survey respondents were: installation of 

LED street-lighting (which is already in progress); monitoring air quality 

in the local environment; improving the efficiency of recycling; and 

promoting efficient transport methods. Home insulation was also 
deemed as high priority, although the responses to the earlier part of the 

survey suggest that this is an area which is being addressed already by 

residents. The lowest priorities for those responding were: the 

installation of public charging points (only one resident reported having 
an electric car/charging point); and the promotion of dietary choices to 

reduce environmental impact (although this is an area that could have a 

significant impact on global emissions).  

In addition to the responses discussed above, a number of issues were 

raised that we hope to discuss at a future meeting of Braunston CAN.  
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to the survey; although the 

numbers responding are relatively small, it provides a starting point 

for further discussion and consideration. 

Butlinôs Hill wildlife-rich grassland 

In the previous BVN we described the planting in the verge on Butlinôs 

Hill. We are pleased to report now that almost all of the wild flower 

plants survived the hot, dry weather.  

In September we gathered the seed heads and after the area was 

mown, we raked up the cuttings. This prevents them from rotting into 

the soil and raising fertility which would promote grass growth rather 

than the flowering plants. The plants remain in the soil and will grow 

stronger for next year.  

This autumn we will plant some more seedlings. The area will next be 

mown in early spring and then be left to allow the plants to flower 

through the summer and attract bees and pollinating insects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are a group of about twenty Braunston residents working to 

reduce the carbon emissions of the village and beyond. If you are 

interested in joining us, please message 07989 421836 or 07554 

264742. Please let us know if you would like to receive our email 

updates.   


