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VILLAGE NOTES,

In the last few years the number of Mallards in this neighbourhood has considerably

increased. On a recent Canal Outing we saw several Mallards, with their offspring
swimming past the boat in regular monamewos.

The domestic duck is rather a clumsy creature - it waddles on land, cannot fly any
great distance, and is graceful only in the water. Its wild relatives can fly
fzet, 72pidly accelerating from the water surface, and at such a rate that Sir
Nigel Gresley named one of the fastest steam locomotives ever built "The Mallard",
Alighting on water, they use feet mza.swsmm as brakes,

The men who designed early flying machines ‘- Leonardo da <w:ow. and Otto Lilienthal
made accurate studies of bird flight. Even with our advanced technology much can
still be gained by observing the actions of seagulls, fulmars or petrols, especiall
in the conservation of energy. No man-made machine is able to.travel so easily as

‘our feathered friends, using air currents to conserve n:mww own muscular energy
and using Ha o:w% when absolutely necessary,

PLEASE NOTE - It is not necessary for contributors submitting e:mun maﬁnowmm for
publication to wait until the last day before nmwnuwbm -

 MATERIAL FOR THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE SHOULD BE IN-THE HANDS OF THE EDITOR ON OR BEFORE
, 21ST AUGUST, 1977,

Duncan A, Gallie (Hon., Editor)
Alston House, Braunston (Tel. Rugby 890200)



