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Last Year’s M
inutes

 

  

Minutes of the Annual Braunston Parish   
Meeting held at on Monday 14th  May 2018 in 

the Village Hall. 
 

 

Present:  Christopher Johnson - Chairman 

    

20 Parish Councillors & Parishioners  
 

Apologies:        Malcolm Longley 

 

 

Minutes of the meeting of 14th May 2018 

These were read. It was proposed by Chris Johnson, seconded by Graham New-
man and carried that these be accepted. 
 

Report of the Parish Council  
A report of the activities of the Parish Council was placed in the Meeting Booklet 

 

Financial Report - The Clerk  
The accounts for the year ended 31 March 2019 were presented, it was proposed 
by Graham Newman, seconded by   and carried that the accounts be approved  

District Council Report - Councillor Jason Pritchard 

A  report of her activities as District Councillor was included in the Meeting 
Booklet 

County Council Report -  Councillor Malcolm Longley 

A report of his activities as County Councillor was included in the Meeting 
Booklet 

Reports of Organisations 

3 organisations also presented reports to the meeting, these were reproduced in 
the Meeting Booklet 

Resolutions of which written notice has been received 

A resolution has been submitted that the Parish Council should look to investi-
gate the proposal to replace all of the street lights in the Parish with LED light-
ing  The project is to be funded by savings to be achieved and use of reserves 
already accumulated for the purpose of replacing street lights.  It is envisaged 
the payback period will be circa 5 years and     thereafter annual savings of 
£4500 should be achievable . The resolution was proposed by Steve Rolt, se-
conded by Graham Newman and carried that it be adopted 

 

 

 

Any Other Business ~ None    
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Braunston Parish Council— Accounts 

to 31St March 2021 
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Firstly on behalf of the Parish Council I would like to offer our sympa-
thies and condolences to those who may have lost loved ones due to 
Covid 19, or who have themselves suffered any health or other hard-
ships as a result of the pandemic. It has been a long and difficult time 
for many people, of a magnitude unprecedented for generations. 
 

On the positive side it has been an opportunity for many people to help 
their neighbours either in an informal way or through the work of 
Braunston Heart. The people of Braunston are very good at volunteer-
ing and have a strong sense of community as a result. 
 

In terms of the Parish Council, our regular meetings have continued, 
but have had to change over to virtual Zoom meetings as we were un-
able to meet in person. Our emphasis has been on keeping the essen-
tial things we are responsible for running smoothly, but we haven’t tak-
en on any new projects during this time, except for the introduction of 
the Christmas tree on the village green, which was well received and 
will continue into the future. This has left us financially sound, and 
therefore we took the decision not to increase the Parish precept for 
this financial year. However there has been a small increase in council 
tax for the parish element because of changes in the number of house-
holds that are liable for council tax. 
 

Progress is now being made on the plan for the conversion of the 
street lighting into all LED lamps, and we hope this can be implement-
ed this year. 
 

With the improvement in the pandemic situation and the easing of re-
strictions, we can begin to return to more normal operations and think 
about what other projects we could embark on to improve the quality of 
life in Braunston. 
 

It is your village so please come forward with any ideas or suggestions 
that you may have; if feasible and within the remit of the Parish Council 
we will see what we can do. 
 

At the time of writing we have three vacancies on the council and as 
advertised in the BVN are looking for volunteers to join us. So if you 
think you can commit the time and energy please apply. There is no 
financial reward for the time we invest in this activity, but we do it in 
order to try to improve the experience of living in Braunston for all resi-
dents.  
 

Just to remind you that we have the responsibility to keep the village 
clean & tidy, mow the grass, maintain and keep the streetlights on as 
well as maintaining various other items in the village.  
 

Please remember the Parish Council activities are reported on the 
Braunston website, and a regular report in the BVN. We hold a session 
for residents to address the Parish Council on matters of concern at 
the start of the Parish Council meeting held each month.  
 

Thank you. 
 

Chris Johnson, Chair, May 2021 
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The Board of Trustees has met regularly, albeit virtually via Zoom, 
chaired by the Vicar of All Saints Braunston as before, with a Vice-Chair 
of the Chair of the Parish Council, and nominees from each of the fol-
lowing organisations: the Braunston Pre-School, Braunston Scouts, the 
Friendly Club, the Parochial Church Council and the Parish Council. The 
three additional Trustees, co-opted to ensure that, as far as possible, 
the whole village is represented, have continued their membership. The 
Board is supported by Steve Rolt as Honorary Treasurer and myself as 
Honorary Secretary. 
 

Sadly, Sally-Ann Longworth has had to resign as a Trustee for personal 
reasons; she has been a Trustee for several years and played an im-
portant part in the agreeing, purchasing and distribution of grants and 
gifts on the Charity’s behalf. Her contribution to the work of the Charity 
over the years has been much appreciated and valued and she will be 
missed. The Trustees wish her well for the future. 
The Charity now has its own page on the Village website to raise its pro-
file in the village. It is used to enable the Trustees to keep the village 
aware of how the Board is working to maximise the Charity’s income 
and to ensure that it is used as effectively and innovatively as possible 
to fulfil its Objectives in the future. The Charity will continue to use the 
BVN for the same purpose 

 

The Distribution Group of three Trustees has continued to work effec-
tively to ensure that both gifts and grants have been allocated across 
the village in line with the Charity’s Objectives; they have been able to 
respond promptly to requests for or suggestions of possible gifts and 
grants. The Distribution Group also reviewed and revised the list of 
Christmas Gift recipients to ensure it is accurate and up to date. The 
systems that were established to enable the Trustees to demonstrate 
that gifts and grants have been made appropriately and to monitor the 
level of expenditure to ensure the on-going financial stability of the 
Charity have continued to prove effective.  
 

During the year The Charity printed vouchers for use as part of any 
grants and gifts it made; these can only be used for specific purposes 
with shops and services in the village. For the second year. the Charity 
made a donation to the Young Carers Appeal that was used solely for 
the benefit of families within the village.  
Somewhat surprisingly, the Charity’s expenditure has been less this 
year than last, despite the impact of the Pandemic; this is perhaps due 
to other sources of support being established in the village, such as 
Braunston Heart and the Braunston Food Share and Care scheme. The 
Charity supported the provision of lunches for village children at the be-
ginning of Lockdown before the Government Scheme was operative. 
 

The lease for the land owned by the Charity is due for renewal later in 
the year, and once this has been concluded, the Trustees will review 
their long-term Vision for the Charity. In the meantime, the Trustees 
have maintained the Charity’s portfolio of investments and assets and to 
continue the policy of allocating gifts and grants rather than change the 
Charity’s activities in any way. Despite the slight reduction in the number 
of grants and gifts, the likely further increase number in the future due to 
the current economic situation made any change inappropriate.  
The Charity had an income in 2020/21 of £2566, earnt from an asset 
base in the form of land and investments, of £194,880. The Charity had 
a total expenditure on gifts and grants for the year of £1617. The Charity 
also has cash reserves of £8,915, built up over a period of time.  
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Summary of Accounts 2020 

Our total income (all from advertising)                     £2,465.81 

Our total expenditure (all for printing)                       £3199.00  
Difference to be funded                                            £733.19 

The Parish Council fund 2/3rds of the difference and the Church 1/3rd. 
Braunston Parochial Church Council share              £244.40 

Braunston Parish Council share                               £488.79  
  

Per copy this works out at approximately 5.5 pence on average per 
Council Tax household. The number of adverts is down by about 1-2 
pages compared to pre-pandemic levels.  
We feel the BVN continues to give value for money. It is distributed to 
all households, is available in shops and pubs and is posted on the 
Braunston website and issuu. 
The BVN has been produced throughout the pandemic, although it was 
not delivered to all households in April and May 2020. With fewer ac-
tivities and events to publicise, there has been more room for other arti-
cles. On occasions we have been able to allocate double pages to 
groups that would previously have had more limited space. We try to 
achieve a balance of features across a range of topics.  
The editors are Sandra Stapley and Alan Mawer. Peter Hobbs managed 
the account. Deb Hope coordinated the team of distributors.  

 

We are a group of friends who enjoy walks in the countrysid
e. Walks are normally on the third Saturday each month and 

vary in length but average  around 5 miles to a pub for lunch 

then 3 miles home. We mostly walk in or around  the beautif
ul countryside in the area but occasionally walk further afiel
d. In 2020 and the first part of 2021 we have still managed lo
cal walks in groups of six. We also have an annual walking 

week-
end in a hotel in September somewhere good for walking. So
 far we have visited Hay on Wye, Knighton, Dorset, Llangoll
en, Norfolk, Suffolk, the Yorkshire Dales, the Peak District, 
Somer-
set and last year the Lake District. This year we plan to get a
way to Ironbridge. 
There is no joining fee and all you need are sturdy boots and 

a sense of humour. Why not join us? 

Ray Scrivens (rayscrivens@btinternet.com  

mailto:rayscrivens@btinternet.com
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We formed the group in December 2019. There are 20 members who 
receive our updates. We act regarding climate issues and network in 
Braunston and with similar groups elsewhere to maximise the impact of 
our actions.  
 

We are independent of any council or group; we lobby councils and oth-
er bodies for policies to enable us all to reduce our greenhouse gas 
emissions. We link with groups and individuals in Braunston to promote 
actions that will reduce the impacts of climate change. We share infor-
mation to make it easier to reduce Braunston's carbon footprint.   
 

Our actions so far include: 
Parish survey of household energy use, cars and opinions.  
Successfully requested the Parish Council officially support the Lo-

cal Electricity Bill to make local energy generation more viable.  
Liaising with Braunston Canal Society, Braunston Scout Group, 

Braunston Walkers, Braunston Village Gardens Association, Rev 
Nat White, All Saints’ Church, Jetty Fields Committee, Braunston 
CE School and Braunston Women’s Institute to put a proposal to 
the Parish Council to make the management of green spaces 
more sustainable from 2021 onwards. This proposal was agreed 
by the council and will result in an increase biodiversity, verte-
brates and invertebrates, with a particular emphasis on pollina-
tors, an increase in carbon retention in the soil and vegetation, a 
reduction in carbon emissions of about 50% and reduced costs 
to the Parish Council. 

Planting flowering native plants in two verges at village entrances 
and one part of the Churchyard.  

Using money donated by a Braunston resident, we bought 11 as-
sorted fruit trees and planted them to extend the Community Or-
chard at Jetty Field. We will add more trees in the autumn.  

Successfully applying for an Action on Climate Change Grant of 
£895.60 from DDC. This is financing three projects: 

Tools to enable volunteers to improve hedges in Jetty Field 
making them store more carbon. 

A soil test kit to help with wildflower and tree planting.  
An air quality monitor to use in Braunston and with other 

groups to raise awareness. 
Visiting other churchyards to see how they are managed in ways 

that reduce carbon emissions and increase biodiversity.  
Liaised with Braunston Cubs re making bug hotels. 
Liaised with Braunston Brownies re monitoring of the Churchyard 

wildlife rich grassland.  
Meeting the Environment Officer of DDC.  
Attending meetings of Climate action West Northants.  
Attending Northamptonshire ACRE (Action with Communities in Ru-

ral England) networking events.  
Attending a Harbury Energy Initiative event.  

 

We are grateful to the Parish Council for a start-up grant of £150.  
We have drawn up a constitution. The following have agreed to filling 
these posts – Alan Mawer (Chair), Tony Renshaw (Vice Chair), Abigail 
Campbell (Secretary) David Cary (Treasurer). 



9 

 

F
rie

n
d

ly C
lu

b
 

The Braunston Friendly Club usually meets on the 2nd & 4th Monday of each 
month in the Village Hall from 2.00 to 4.00pm. The club is for the over six-
ties to meet up with friends and have afternoon tea together.  The club is 
funded through member subscriptions, raffles, bring and buy sales and indi-
vidual contributions for meals and outings.  
 

During 2021 the Braunston Friendly Club has continued to look forward and 
connected together while self-isolating by solving a few village challenges. 
Using our telephone calls we shared our challenge solutions and enjoyed 
laughing with each other about all sorts of things. 
Did you meet the artist Ray Keats when she visited the village to paint in the 
1960s?  Well, she contacted us from her current home in North Wales and 
asked Friendly Club members to help her solve the mystery of the location of 
one of her paintings.  
 

There was a massive clue in the picture of her painting, the house had a stone 
wall in the foreground, clearly the boundary of the house. Also, 3 distinct 
chimneys and some beautiful blossom. Members came up with great sugges-
tions; the Ghost House and the old orchard off Nibbetts Lane, Both now with 
more modern houses on the sites. Dark Lane and the old shop by the locks 
were just four of the suggestions from the 20 members. So, Kate was sent off 
on one of her exercise walks to take photos of all the suggestions to find 
which house had been the focus of Ray’s artistic talents. Brilliantly, by using 
all the members’ ideas and working together, we solved the mystery. The sur-
prise was that the stone wall was not a boundary wall after all but the top of a 
canal bridge where the artist had been sitting. So a real red herring. A great 
project to get our self-isolation off with a swing. The artist was delighted with 
our sleuthing and we have exchanged a number of emails with her and Braun-
ston Friendly Club! 
 

This was March. Then we went quiz crazy. Each week a Friendly Club news-
letter was created and distributed to members. These included information 
updates, birthday celebrations, activities and quizzes. Importantly each week 
there were questions that gave the opportunity for further discussion during 
the telephone calls the following week. 
 

As restrictions lifted in the summer we visited members and chatted on the 
doorstep and in the gardens. We shared photographs and, in some cases, rec-
orded memories of times past in Braunston. The winter was more difficult for 
many of us, but most members received their first vaccination before Christ-
mas. We have been very grateful to the NHS for the efficient way in which 
we have received our vaccinations and in particular to Braunston Community 
Car drivers for getting us to the centres. 
 

We are looking forward to August 2021 when we hope to meet together 
again. Jenny continues in her role as treasurer and is joined by Veronica, Ire-
ne, Kate and Catherine to share the responsibilities of organising the Friendly 
Club. If you would like to know more about the group then contact Jenny or 
Kate. (See the BVN and /or website for telephone numbers). Or just pop 
along on a Monday afternoon and say hello. There will always be a cup of tea 
and homemade cake. 
Kate Mawer 
Braunston Friendly Club 
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In early 2020 it was clear that many activities would be restricted due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. We were pleased that it was not an Open Gar-
dens year and that we had already moved forward on our aim towards a 
peat free garden store. Our BVN announcement summarises our Garden 
Store actions. 
 

WW ｴ;┗W ヴWヮﾉ;IWS ヮヴW┗ｷﾗ┌ゲ ヮヴﾗS┌Iデゲ ┘ｷデｴ ; ﾐW┘ Hヴ;ﾐSが ; ヴヰ ﾉｷデヴW ゲｷ┣W ﾗa 
ヮW;デ-aヴWW Iﾗﾏヮﾗゲデく Iデ ﾏ;ﾆWゲ ; ┌ゲWa┌ﾉ ｪヴﾗ┘ H;ｪ ;ﾐS ヴWケ┌ｷヴWゲ ﾉWゲゲ aWWSｷﾐｪく 
WW ｴ;┗W HWWﾐ ┌ﾐ;HﾉW デﾗ ゲﾗ┌ヴIW Jﾗｴﾐ IﾐﾐWゲ Iﾗﾏヮﾗゲデゲ デｴ;デ Sﾗ ﾐﾗデ Iﾗﾐデ;ｷﾐ 
;Hﾗ┌デ ヲヵХ ヮW;デ ゲﾗ aﾗヴ デｴｷゲ ゲW;ゲﾗﾐ ┘W ┘ｷﾉﾉ Iﾗﾐピﾐ┌W デﾗ ﾗdWヴ デｴW デ┘ﾗ ┗;ヴｷど
WピWゲ ﾉｷゲデWSく  
PW;デﾉ;ﾐSゲ ﾗﾐﾉ┞ Iﾗ┗Wヴ ;Hﾗ┌デ ンХ ﾗa デｴW ┘ﾗヴﾉSげゲ ﾉ;ﾐS ゲ┌ヴa;IWが H┌デ ゲデﾗヴW ;デ 
ﾉW;ゲデ デ┘ｷIW ;ゲ ﾏ┌Iｴ I;ヴHﾗﾐ ;ゲ ;ﾉﾉ ﾗa E;ヴデｴげゲ aﾗヴWゲデゲく Aデ ﾉW;ゲデ ﾗﾐW-デｴｷヴS ﾗa 
デｴW ┘ﾗヴﾉSげゲ ﾗヴｪ;ﾐｷI ゲﾗｷﾉ I;ヴHﾗﾐ ｷゲ ｷﾐ ヮW;デﾉ;ﾐSゲく PW;デﾉ;ﾐSゲ ;ヴW さデｴW ﾏﾗゲデ 
WゲゲWﾐピ;ﾉ デWヴヴWゲデヴｷ;ﾉ WIﾗゲ┞ゲデWﾏがざ ゲ;┞ゲ Tｷﾏ CｴヴｷゲデﾗヮｴWヴゲWﾐが ;デ デｴW UN Eﾐど
┗ｷヴﾗﾐﾏWﾐデ Pヴﾗｪヴ;ﾏﾏWく PW;デ W┝デヴ;Iピﾗﾐ aﾗヴ IﾗﾏﾏWヴIｷ;ﾉ Iﾗﾏヮﾗゲデゲ ;ﾐS 
ｪヴﾗ┘ H;ｪゲ ｷゲ SWゲデヴﾗ┞ｷﾐｪ デｴｷゲ ┗ｷデ;ﾉ WIﾗゲ┞ゲデWﾏく  
 

We do not think we should be using a product that speeds up climate 
change. We hope all Braunston gardeners agree. By using peat-free com-
post we can all reduce our carbon footprint. 
 

Initially we ran the garden store with distance measures in place and then 
offered a delivery system. We received favourable comments about the 
peat free compost and we sold all the stock, so a great success. During 
the pandemic we encouraged Braunston gardeners to support local inde-
pendent garden centres and nurseries. We are now looking forward to 
2021. Having helped unload the delivery in the rain two of our BVGA 
Supporters have offered to join the Garden Store team. Together they 
will be looking to build upon this year’s success and investigate further 
how to replace the John Innes peat products for seed sowing. 
 

Members of the BVGA committee worked closely with Braunston Cli-
mate Action Network (Braunston CAN) to increase verge biodiversity. 
Five of us worked alongside family members from Bragborough Hall 
Farm to plant perennial wildflowers on the east verge of Butlin’s Hill and 
keep them watered through a very dry summer. This location demon-
strates how biodiversity can be increased and carbon emissions reduced 
when managing verges. Braunston CAN have been working with the Par-
ish Council to review all verge management across the Parish in line with 
these priorities and the BVGA added its name in support of this policy 
alongside other village organisations. In 2021 we will continue to help 
with other wildflower planting within the village. 
 

Throughout the year a small team of committee members, working apart, 
have maintained the Jubilee Garden, Help Yourself Herb garden, Village 
Hall planters and car park borders. As well as weeding we have added to 
the planting with more insect friendly additions, aiming for all round col-
our too. For 2021 we have agreed to fund new planters near to The 
Green/ Welton Road fence and we will be repairing the herb garden plant 
signs. 
 

A key role for the BVGA is to raise awareness of environmentally appro-



11 

 

B
V

G
A

 &
 V

illa
g

e
 H

a
ll 

priate gardening within the community. BVGA Supporters helped 
Braunston School with their lockdown gardening projects and we made 
a donation towards library books for the school. Our BVN articles raised 
awareness of Wildlife Friendly gardening and highlighted the joint RHS 
and Wildlife Trusts ‘Wild About Gardens’ campaign. 
 

There have been disappointments. We were unable to run the plant sale 
as in May the government advised people to avoid congregating. As 
most of the committee were shielding we were unable to organise the 
Gardens Competition. By July we knew that we would have to cancel 
Braunston Show too. 
 

We held our AGM at distance and will ratify the decisions made at our 
first face to face meeting in 2021. 
 

We have a full programme planned for 2021 and so are delighted to 
welcome new members to the committee as well as meeting others, new 
to the village, who would like to come along to find out more about the 
BVGA. So, a huge thank you to all the committee and supporters for all 
you do. It is appreciated. 
   
Kate Mawer    Chairman’s Report December 2020 

 

 

 

 

Braunston Village Hall 
 

After a very worrying year there is, hopefully, some 
light at the end of a very long tunnel. 
 

Our thanks are due to all those who have worked 
throughout this very difficult time to keep our hall go-
ing, enabling our pre-school, such an important ser-
vice in our village, to continue. 
 

Provided there is no change, our hall will re-open on 
21st June and we look forward to welcoming every-
one back. 
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Braunston Heart has been running for over 
a year now and was set up to provide help 
and support to our community during Covid
-19. This primarily took the form of collect-
ing shopping, medication and connection 

via chat buddies to those on their own.  Although, it 
has to be said, nothing is too much trouble for our vol-
unteers who will try to help with any reasonable re-
quest.  The call handlers have been trained in mental 
health awareness. 
 

At Christmas, we sent out Christmas cards to all resi-
dents, using the designs of talented children from 
Braunston School and a fridge magnet, for ease of our 
contact details.  An elf trail was held in the January.  
We have provided financial support to the Cake Fair-
ies, cooking in the community and to the Alternative 
Book Club to help with the Easter Book Trail.   
 

Our monies are currently held with the Parish Council 
who have supported us from the start, both financially 
and practically.  Other funds have come from Daventry 
District Council (as was) and much appreciated dona-
tions. 
 

Our service continues to be used, use diversifies and 
we are beginning to serve as a signposting service.  
Contacts are being built with different agencies to sup-
port providing help.  Grants were successfully applied 
for on behalf of residents in need.  Food boxes have 
been obtained where requested. 
 

The group continues in the form of a Good Neighbour 
Scheme and will remain at the heart of the community, 
evolving as required. 
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Inevitably the last year has seen more limited activity by volunteers than 
we had hoped, but the committee has been meeting regularly by Zoom, 
to keep track of what was happening and planning and prioritising our 
work when eventually permitted. Work mornings have now resumed 
(publicised in the BVN, on the Braunston Bugle Facebook page and in 
the noticeboard by the North entrance) and we always welcome new 
faces, as there is a never-ending list of jobs to complete.  
 

Allotments 

All the allotments are now taken and there is a short waiting list for 
plots. As a whole the allotments are now looking well cared for and pro-
ductive. 
The compost bin area has been developing and an extra bath was in-
stalled into the stream to provide more water for allotment holders. In 
addition, the stream has been “terraced” below the baths to slow the 
flow and hold more water back, encouraging more wildlife. This has 
already resulted in an increased number of frogs and newts being spot-
ted, which are great for eating slugs and snails. 
 

Pocket Park (Garden) 
The hedge which borders Eastfield has been trimmed and reduced in 
height to allow more light into residents’ gardens. The paths were weed-
ed and the hedges trimmed. Weeding of the flower beds has also been 
maintained with some bedding plants put in and some wild flower seeds 
scattered. 
 

Main Field 

This has now been included in the Parish Council’s mowing contract 
and is to be mowed in March and late August, with cuttings removed to 
encourage stronger growth of wild flowers. The paths will be mown 
about every six weeks. During the winter period the generous donation 
of eleven fruit trees, of heritage varieties, were planted towards the bot-
tom of the field to create a small community orchard. A boundary hedge 
survey was also completed with a view to improving some of the hedges 
by further planting and the initiation of hedge laying when appropriate. 
A grant from DDC (submitted by BCAN) allowed the purchase of 
hedge laying tools and it is hoped that volunteers (including some 
trained hedge layers from Braunston Canal Society) will begin laying 
the hedge from the Archer Avenue gate down to the bottom, during this 
coming winter. 
 

Nature Reserve 

The development of a “dead hedge” between the nature reserve and the 
spinney was well under way, but took a setback in September when a 10 
-15 metre section was vandalised by burning, resulting in the Fire Ser-
vice attending. Some 350 hedging whips and saplings have been plant-
ed, creating some food trees for birds etc. as well as creating a boundary 
to the public footpath through the reserve. 
Mike Gunn 
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The pandemic and its associated restrictions and lockdowns 
played havoc with our volunteering, however the society still 
managed to clock up 57% of the total volunteering hours in 
2020 - 21 compared with 2019 -20. We completed a total of 
202 volunteer days and together managed to rack up a further 
1004 volunteer hours, which takes our ongoing total to 4032 
hours in the last three years. 
 

We announced at the last AGM that another step in develop-
ing the BCS brand and raising our profile in the village and 
on the canal would be to obtain our own BCS branded hi viz 
tabards and this has been achieved with the generous support 
of Tim Coghlan and Graham Newman at Braunston Marina.  
Boaters and towpath walkers should now be in no doubt about 
who we are when they encounter us on our task parties. 
 

We continue to benefit from the strong support provided by 
the local CRT team who sanction all our tasks in advance, as 
well as providing the tools and materials we have requested. 
 

Tasks completed include: 
Painting Locks 1, 2 and 3 

Carrying out routine lock maintenance on the flight, in-
cluding scraping lock gates and ladders 

Bypass weirs cleared at Locks 1, 3, 4 and 5 

Richard Bailey Memorial Bench repaired 

Offside vegetation cut back to improve navigation 

The access steps at bridge 90 cleared of vegetation and 
vegetation cut back from the towpath between the junc-
tion and Bridge 89 

Spring above Lock 6 unblocked and cleaned 

Removal of Blackthorn and ivy from the Junction Twin 
Bridges 

Towpath emergency repairs 

More details of our activities can be found at 
www.braunston.org.uk/BCS together with our contact 
details for anyone interested in joining us. 

 

Mike Gunn 

file:///C:/Users/steve.rolt/Downloads/www.braunston.org.uk/BCS
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When we talk about church, most of us think about the 
building but we can also use the word to describe the com-
munity of people who meet together as part of their worship. 
Over the last year the church building has been closed for 
most of the time, but the church community has been busier 
than ever. 
 

Our church services have been recorded and posted every 
week on YouTube, emailed or printed and delivered to oth-
ers without internet access. We set up a network of phone 
calls and visits to the housebound and lonely and tried to 
support any in need of help. I continued to support the 
school by recording ‘collective worship’ and offering other 
practical and financial help where needed. In response to a 
request from the school, we supported families on free 
school meals when the school first closed last March, and 
this developed into the Food Share and Care and this contin-
ues to support many families and individuals whose circum-
stances have changed due to the Corona virus.  
 

When we were able to meet outdoors, we were grateful to 
borrow the Parish Council’s marquee to host afternoon teas 
for older folk and Tiny Treasures toddler group met a few 
times outdoors but otherwise stayed in touch via zoom. We 
ran a few outdoor events for the village such as ‘light and 
hope’ for Halloween and a Nativity Trail at Christmas. 
 

One major change over the last year is that the 3 parishes of 
Braunston, Ashby and Welton have come together and will 
become a ‘benefice’ and so our pattern of services will 
change, there will be one service each week in one of the 
parishes, rather than one in every parish. We are developing 
other ways to work together and forming a ‘joint council’ to 
streamline our governance structure. 
 

I hope these changes will mean the church community will 
continue to serve and support the life of the village. 
Rev Nat 
(Vicar) 
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TOTAL

Total Fixed Asset

Cash at bank and in hand

Hinckley & Rugby B.S. 22,104.53

Yorkshire Bank 44,187.30

Total Cash at bank and in hand £66,291.83

Debtors

Accounts Receivable 0.00

Total Debtors £0.00

NET CURRENT ASSETS £66,291.83

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Trade Creditors

Accounts Payable 737.20

Total Trade Creditors £737.20

Current Liabilities

HM Customs & Excise Suspense 0.00

net pay 0.00

Payroll Liabilities 0.00

HMRC 0.00

Total Payroll Liabilities 0.00

VAT Control -3,590.91

Total Current Liabilities £ -3,590.91

Total Creditors: amounts falling due within one year £ -2,853.71

NET CURRENT ASSETS (LIABILITIES) £69,145.54

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES £69,145.54

TOTAL NET ASSETS (LIABILITIES) £69,145.54

Capital and Reserves

Braunston CAN -364.11

Braunston Heart 2,199.85

Church 9,945.76

Donation (for Matched Funding) 2,388.00

Election Costs Fund 2,000.00

Funds held for others

Marquee Fund 184.60

Total Funds held for others 184.60

Jetty Fields 280.00

Equipment & Training 117.72

General - JF 892.45

Tree Works 1,435.00

Total Jetty Fields 2,725.17



TOTAL

Playing Fields 0.00

Annual 490.00

Play Area Grant 0.00

Skateboard Project 17,947.89

retention 0.00

Total Skateboard Project 17,947.89

Total Playing Fields 18,437.89

Retained Earnings 15,240.91

Street Light replacement fund 10,205.00

Tree Audit 1,500.00

Tree Works parish 2,410.00

Village Hall 0.00

Car Park Loan 0.00

General - Annual 2,175.00

windows 0.00

Total Village Hall 2,175.00

Village Sign Fund 3,427.07

WRPA 0.00

Profit for the year -3,329.60

Total Capital and Reserves £69,145.54


