
We are the first generation to 

realise that we are 

 destroying our planet… 

 

…and the last that can do 

anything about it. 





Nature should be at the heart  
of both climate change…  

 
…adaptation  

(e.g. through the use of natural  

processes to reduce flood risk)  
 

…and… 
 

 …mitigation  
(e.g. through the protection and restoration  

of habitats to store and sequester carbon) 



The state of nature 

More than 15% of species in the UK face extinction 

 

The most endangered species have declined  

by ⅔ since 1970 

 

Public funding for nature conservation declined  

by 32% between 2008 – 2015 

 

97% of wild flower meadows have been lost  

since the 1930’s 





Why? 
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Natural flood management 

1. Increasing soil infiltration and allowing 

water to soak away. 

 

2. Storing water by using natural features such 

as ponds, ditches or low lying land or by 

creating new ponds and areas to store water. 

 

3. Slowing water by increasing resistance to 

flow. For example, by planting trees on the 

floodplain or constructing “leaky dams” in a 

ditch, stream or river.  



Pollinators 

1 in 3 mouthfuls of food we eat grows as a direct result of 

pollination by insects. 
 

There are five simple actions we can take to help pollinators and make 

sure their populations are sustained (taken from the DDC website): 

 

1. Grow more flowers, shrubs and trees 

2. Let your garden grow wild 

3. Cut your grass less often 

4. Don’t disturb insect nest and hibernation spots 

5. Think carefully about whether to use pesticides 

 



Recommendations 
1. We must identify, map and then resource nature recovery 

networks to prioritise our approach. Restoring habitats (planting 

trees, wild flowers, etc. where most appropriate). 

 

2. We must work together to restore our habitats within these nature 

recovery networks.   

 

3. We must place the natural environment and green spaces at the 

heart of cross departmental decision making to ensure 

nature recovery networks are embedded into our plans for housing, 

infrastructure, health & wellbeing, etc. 

 

4. We must make it routine to consider how working with 

nature can help to deliver cost effective outcomes to a range of 

problems (e.g. flooding). 

 

 


