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Last year, at this time, my report focused on how we had developed people’s interest in gardening. This 

year my report will be much shorter, not because we have achieved less or reached out to fewer people 

but because I have two concerns that I believe need to be raised. 

 

So, I would like to start this year’s report by thanking everyone on the BVGA committee for contributing 

their time to ensuring the success of our varied activities through the year. We work alongside enthusiastic 

members from our BVGA Supporters group to run activities that raise the profile of gardening, provide 

opportunities for villagers to enjoy community events and fundraise for the BVGA as well as other village 

and local organisations. 

Two talks have been organised; Wildlife Gardening and a Medieval Christmas, two plant sales; one in May 

and one in July, two social events; a meal for the committee and a garden event for all volunteers in 

August. Our two larger events; Open Gardens and Braunston Show were successful once again. While the 

Garden Store, Garden Competition and Village Hall gardening continued to be praised and well received by 

the community. 

 

At the end of last year’s report I was pleased that two people had come forward to get more involved with 

the organisation of BVGA events. Although not on the committee Fran Haynes made a significant 

difference when helping to organise the Open Gardens event. Kelly Brewster, took on the role of Show 

Secretary and was able to take the lead with a number of the tasks. However, we need to be minded that it 

is our responsibility to encourage others, who would enjoy organising activities, to join us and so future 

proof the BVGA. Therefore, we need to be perceived as a welcoming organisation and run our events in 

such a way that others feel enthused to join us as organisers. I mentioned at the start I had two concerns. 

This is the first. 

 

But secondly, and far more importantly, is my belief that the BVGA should not only be developing interest 

in gardening but developing interest in gardening for the future of people and the planet. We are affiliated 

to the RHS.  Its 2017 ‘Gardening in a Changing Climate’ report highlighted the importance of gardens in 

terms of their interaction with the natural environment and provided recommendations on how gardeners 

can adapt to climate change through plant choice and garden design. The report also outlines ways in 

which gardeners can manage their garden to enhance carbon sequestration, flood alleviation and provide 

habitats for pollinators, so many of which are heading for extinction. Daventry District Council is looking to 

organisations like ours to take a lead. For example, one simple thing that the BVGA could lead on would be 

to develop the idea of wildlife corridors and encourage Braunston households to plant for pollinators and 

to plant up their hard surfaces in a similar way that this year we asked the community to get involved and 

make a garden pond.  

 

We all need to take action now and encourage others in our community to act now to make a difference. 

  
 

Kate Mawer 
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