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It was in 1955 that the Braunston Gardens Committee decided to change its name to the 

Braunston Village Gardens Association. However, we can trace our history back to the 

Braunston Allotment Association that ran village shows as early as 1920. The BVGA AGM 

minutes of 1969 state its purpose, “to promote interest in gardening”. We continue to move 

forward adapting to changing times. I am writing this report during the UN COP 27 and find 

myself reflecting how our gardening club activities have developed their sustainability. 

 

The growing team of Friday morning community gardeners has added to the perennial 

planting and so improved the biodiversity in the community gardens. At the Village Hall, we 

added three more planters, via a grant from Your Café, sourcing the planters from 

Northamptonshire Wood Recycling, an upcycling company. The Herb Garden labels have 

been improved and updated, reducing the need for unnecessary replacements. We have 

sourced a number of additional tools through donations. This year we were delighted to link 

with Braunston Canal Society by adding the Bottom Lock flower bed to the areas we look 

after. BCS built 7 compost bins, so our arisings from the garden are composted locally rather 

than sent to the local authority waste. Having said that we are pleased that we now have 

access to a brown bin, paid for by the Village Hall committee, to help us when gardening 

there.  Finding that we had time available the team linked up with the Union Canal Carriers 

to clear and maintain the old culvert. UCC have been very supportive, giving access to their 

loo and refreshments, while Jono keeps us updated with the history of the culvert. For all 

our garden locations plants have been donated by BCS, UCC, Your Café and members of the 

gardening team ensuring that we are improving biodiversity while extending the flowering 

season for insects. We have appreciated the very positive comments from passers by about 

our work this year. Towards the end of the gardening season the team went to Bridge 

Nursery where Christine Dakin gave an introduction and Heather Ward explained more 

about Catkins and Clematis, her newly established cut flower business.  

 

The Garden Store continues to attract new customers. The quality of the peat free compost 

has been praised and we are delighted that we have removed all peat based composts well 

ahead of this being mandatory at garden centres. Peat needs to stay in the ground to act as 

a carbon sink and to maintain important habitats and reduce flood risk. The Garden Store 

team have been mindful of keeping prices affordable this year and, by maintaining good 

communications with the wholesaler, orders have been placed ahead of price increases and 

stock shortages. The Garden Store team provide a valuable and flexible service to Braunston 

gardeners. 

 

Buying local, a significant step to meet net zero, is embodied in our annual plant sale. All 

plants are donated by local residents. And, by linking with Braunston Bakes and the Jetty 

Field Association, visitors buy locally produced plants, bakes and burn off calories by 

supporting these local initiatives. By keeping plant prices low and simple, the donated plants 

were snapped up by the visitors and this year we sold out. We were also given second hand 

garden equipment to sell, much of which went to people setting up or developing their 

gardens. It was lovely to share our knowledge with these customers and encourage others 

with their gardening. 

 

  



As the Queen celebrated her Platinum Jubilee the Gardens Competition judging took place 

early in the year as we linked with Braunston Heart and their Jubilee celebration 

competition. Despite having a large area to cover and a variety of aspects to look at the 

judge, Linda Palmer, from Clifton-Upon-Dunsmore Gardening Club, said how the Braunston 

community gardens were particularly attractive and that the various organisations deserved 

special mention. She also commented how businesses had used floral displays to provide 

buffers from the road traffic. Through this competition we hope to encourage more 

households and businesses to develop their planting for the benefit of everyone living in and 

visiting the village as well as the wildlife. 

 

2022 was the first even numbered year the BVGA hosted an Open Garden event. Committee 

members supported Bragborough Hall in opening their garden for Macmillan Cancer 

Support. This idea, Bragborough opening on its own in the alternate year to the village 

event, was very well received as visitors had more time to look around the garden and enjoy 

the refreshments. It was lovely to look across the lawns and see people meeting and 

chatting as they admired the planting and the views. At the end of the day Odette and Geoff 

Phipps were able to make a donation of over £2000 to Macmillan.  

 

The year has been a challenging one in terms of gardening weather. We know that the high 

temperatures this summer and autumn are a result of Climate Change. The accompanying 

dry conditions had an impact on the exhibits at the Braunston Show. However, despite its 

two year absence, there was only enthusiasm for what the show has to offer. Knowing that 

a show has been running for over 100 years, this is certainly something to celebrate. The 

number of exhibitors remained consistent with previous years while the number of visitors 

to the show increased. It was just the number of entries, especially in the vegetable and 

flower categories, that were reduced because of the growing conditions. Many of our 

supporters came along to help set up and run the show and have offered to be there again 

next year. 

 

I would like to thank all the committee and supporters for all you do, it is very much 

appreciated. But this year I would like to mention two people, Jean and Richard, who are 

both stepping down from the committee at this AGM. Both were elected to the committee 

on 5th April 1967, that’s right 55 years ago. Just a few weeks later they were on the Flower 

Show committee. Richard’s first official role was as treasurer, and over the year’s I believe 

that he has led every aspect of the BVGA, with the exception of secretary. Jean took on the 

role of treasurer in 1977 and has continued to manage our finances for the last 45 years. 

This is an outstanding contribution to the current wellbeing of the BVGA. At this time, I hope 

that you both reflect back with a smile, thinking about the many people you have worked 

with through your involvement with Braunston gardens. A huge thank you from all of us. 

 

We look forward to even more positive and innovative changes in 2023 as new members 

join the committee and/or take on new roles. The BVGA continues to go from strength to 

strength providing opportunities for residents to get together and discover new plants and 

planting ideas and to promote an interest and, I hope, an understanding of how gardening 

can support our environment, community and our own wellbeing. 
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