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During 2015 we celebrated 60 Years of the Braunston Village Gardens Association. Old minute books 

indicated that in June 1955 the Gardens Committee was renamed as the Gardens Association and through 

the year we have discovered more about the association’s history including that there was a Braunston 

Flower Show as early as 1920. However, the BVGA decided that to celebrate the anniversary we wanted to 

look forward and 2015 saw the development of new ideas as well as the continuation and growth of our 

more familiar activities. 

I would like to thank all the members of the BVGA committee for their contributions of ideas and time at 

planning meetings and at all our events. In addition we have a growing number of BVGA Supporters. These 

join us at talks, garden visits, the Garden Store, community gardening, Tea Show and this year at Open 

Gardens. This is my first year as Chairperson so I would like to thank Chris for her support, especially now 

that she is secretary, in ensuring a smooth handover of role. 

We started the year with our “Christmas Social” event at The Green Man in Dunchurch. Twenty of us filled 

the room and all enjoyed far too much to eat! This set us up for a busy year and saw the start of our 

improved website presence, thanks to Chris and Geoff, who now take photographs at all our events and 

ensure that our webpage is regularly updated. So members remember to keep smiling. 

We have also posted news items onto the Braunston Bugle thanks to new members Helen and Alan and 

thought about how to promote our activities more effectively in the village. One such idea was to work 

alongside Braunston Bakes in March. At a garden themed bake the BVGA advertised the Garden Store and 

the next talk to Braunston Bake customers. A number of people visited the garden store that was open for 

the occasion. We have also introduced the use of a membership card to keep everyone updated about 

activity dates. 

In terms of community gardening we have focused our attention on developing the “Help yourself herb 

garden” suggested by Chris, in part of the Jubilee Garden. We all worked hard to clear the Rose of Sharon 

and the Bergenia from the raised bed area before contracting out the building of a terrace with 

compartments made from recycled paving slabs. The discovery of a wasp nest within the tubers of the 

Bergenia only delayed things slightly and we now have an accessible plot ready for planting and signing 

under the careful guidance of Margaret and Chris. Earlier in the year the WI were able to plant their 100th 

Year celebration Rose; Inspiration near the steps in the Jubilee garden and held a small ceremony to mark 

the occasion. Barbara continues to keep a close eye on the rose, especially keeping the Rose of Sharon at 

bay. 

2015/2016 is to be the year of The Triangle. However, we managed to start work on this earlier than 

anticipated, with small groups working to cut back overgrown shrubs at the east end of The Triangle earlier 

in the year and then a larger working group met one Sunday morning in October and cut back all the shrubs 

and cleared out the dead wood. This was a wonderful opportunity for some of our BVGA Supporters; Nigel 

and Debbie, to join us to create a good starting point from which to develop the Triangle over the coming 

year. Through 2016 there will be some replanting and further review of The Triangle’s development. 

Paul Thornton, Head Gardener at Rugby School gave our Spring talk with 36 people attending. This was 

followed later in July with a very enjoyable visit to the Rugby School gardens and tour of the School Chapel. 

The popularity of the talks continues to grow and in October Bob Illingworth’s talk about Canons Ashby’s 

garden was enjoyed by about 40 people. We are looking forward to the springtime visit to the garden. 

Our longer distance garden visit this year was to RHS Wisley taking the opportunity to use our RHS 

membership for free entry. 16 people joined the visit in June. A clash of dates with the Church Fete meant 

that some members were unable to attend, so we will take more care with dates in future. 



We were delighted that the flyers distributed earlier in the year saw more people using the Garden store 

during its opening period from March through to June. Chris and Pete worked hard adding to the stock to 

ensure that we kept up with customers’ demands, especially for grow bags! The success this year has 

encouraged us to continue as the Garden Store continues to provide a service for a good number of people 

in the village as well as valuable funds for the BVGA. We have worked with the Jetty Field Association and 

provided an area of the garden store for them to build a cupboard to store machinery and other 

equipment needed for the maintenance of Jetty Field. As a result each organisation has two named key 

holders for the store. There have been some issues with rain getting into the store, this is still being 

monitored and may need additional work next year. 

Richard and Jean organised a most successful Open Gardens event in June with 15 gardens taking part. 

Once again a number of gardens were opened for the first time and we had a lovely range of sizes and 

types. We were pleased to donate over £1000 to Macmillan Cancer Support. The money raised from the 

plant sale, £178, was given to Friends of All Saints Braunston. The Monday evening walk through the 

gardens for participants and helpers was well supported and we enjoyed a post tour glass of wine hosted 

by Jean and Richard. As we enjoy our social events we then held another the following week, a garden tea 

party at 65 High Street, to thank our BVGA Supporters and to mark our 60th anniversary with a celebration 

cake. The cake was cut by Richard and Jean, who although have not been involved since 1955 they have 

been members continuously since 1967 alongside Mike McCarthy who encouraged them to join after he 

became involved in 1966. Janet, a member since the 1970’s was joined by Val and Terry who had been on 

the committee in those earlier days. 

I believe that Richard has held every post on the committee at some time and Jean continues to keep us 

financially secure in her role as treasurer. I would like to just say a special thank you to them both as 

without their expertise and support I know I would not be involved with the BVGA to the extent that I am 

today. 

It was not long after Open Gardens that the Gardens Competition was judged by John Dennett. A new 

trophy was presented by John for the best display by a business not on the High Street. John mentioned, 

when presenting this how the long association of his family with the village was significant in his family 

wanting to present the trophy.  

The Show in September was well supported both by entrants, visitors and BVGA supporters. Thanks to Jim 

and Di for ensuring that the tombola ran smoothly and so provided the financial security that allows us to 

add new ideas and elements to the show. This year we introduced a new prize voted for by the public as 

they viewed the exhibits in the afternoon and chose the one that most appealed to them. For the first time 

in a number of years we had an invited guest to award the prizes; John Dennett. This provided a very 

personal touch to the awards. 

Throughout the year at all these events we would not be making money if it was not for the fantastic work 

that Janet, Barbara and Margaret provide in coordinating all the refreshments sales. I am not sure how 

many cakes we bake and sell each year for the BVGA but I know that the reputation for delicious and at 

times quirky cakes brings many customers in to our events.  

In the last 12 months we have been pleased to welcome new members to the BVGA committee and the 

BVGA Supporters groups. We look forward to our organisation continuing to grow. So looking ahead to 

2016 in addition to the established activities on our calendar we are planning a new competition for young 

gardeners and looking to develop the style of our plant sale as well as thinking up new approaches to 

encourage even more people “to develop an interest in gardening” alongside the BVGA. 
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